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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 
 

President: Councillor Affiliated to the National Society of 
Christine Ryder Allotment and Leisure Gardeners  
 Limited and the Gloucestershire 
 Federation of Gardening Societies. 
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CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt, 6 Arle Close, Cheltenham GL51 8JZ. Tel: 01242 230609 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs D M Ashdown, 20 Cromwell Road, Cheltenham GL52 5DW. Tel: 582008 
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TREASURER: Mr C A Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham GL51 0NL. Tel: 01242 523740 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Ms K Smith, 15 Alma Close, Cheltenham GL51 3NA. Tel: 01242 257718  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

CDAHA September Meeting 
Monday, September 5th 2016 at 7pm in the 
Municipal Offices 
The speaker will be Mr Bob Smith who is an expert on 
moths. 
 
In the UK we have around 2500 species of moth and 
58 of butterflies (or up to 70 if all the occasional 
migrants are included). Moths have a reputation for 
being dull brown insects that fly at night and eat 
clothes whereas butterflies are beautiful, fly by day 
and do no harm. However, the truth is very different: 
only a handful of moths are responsible for damaged 
clothes, there are many more day-flying moths than 
butterflies and many moths match the best of the 
butterflies for beauty. This talk is about some of the 
500+ species recorded in Bob’s garden and includes 
photos and videos illustrating the range of sizes, 
shapes and colours, some of their lifecycles, the 
origins of some of their names and, depending on the 
audience and time available, any other facts or stories 
that Bob thinks may be interesting. 
 
This has not been a good year for moths but Bob still 
hopes to bring some live moths from his garden with 
him. Bob will also bring some books in case people 
want to try and identify a moth they have seen. 
Raffle tickets will be on sale at the meeting. 
 
 
Please note our AGM will be on Monday 5th 
December at 7 pm in the Municipal Offices, 
Cheltenham. The Agenda will appear in the next 
edition of this newsletter. 

Website Password 

The new password for access to the members’ area 
of our website is greengage 
 
 

Seed Scheme 2016/2017 
Please see the last page of this newsletter for details 
of the seed scheme. 
 
If you have not received a seed catalogue by 30th 
September, please contact Colin. 
 
 

Membership Subscriptions 
Membership subscriptions for 2017 become due on 
1st of January 2017. The subscription is £6 for the 
year.  Members may, if they wish, include their 
payment with the seed order by adding an additional 
£6 to the summary sheet and their cheque/postal 
order. A renewal form is available on the last page of 
this Newsletter. 
Advantages of membership include the seed 
scheme (savings of approx. 40%), 10%discount at 
Dundry Nurseries, insurance giving public liability 
cover related to your plot, the Newsletter four 
times per year and more. 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders who are 
not members of these benefits). 
 

 
Information on the Internet 
We have recently been advised about a website that 
contains a wealth of information about allotments. 
Visit http://www.allaboutallotments.co.uk/   

www.cheltenhamallotments.org 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
Auctions of Horticultural Machinery 
September 10th 2016 
Chaz Pearce said he had been to an auction run by H 
J Pugh & Co near Ledbury that included horticultural 
machinery. The quality of some items for sale was as 
new, and prices were good. For anyone who might be 
interested see http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html. 
 
Kew Gardens Trip 
September 17th 2016 
The  friends  of  naunton  park   are  running  a  trip   
to Kew  Gardens. If you are  interested,  details  can  
be found on their website see 
http://www.friendsofnauntonpark.org.uk/events.html 
 
Malvern Autumn Show 
September 24th and 25th 2016 
For more information or to pre-order you ticket(s), go 
to www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/malvern-autumn-
show 
 
Potato Festival 
January 21st and 22nd 2017, 9am – 4pm 
Dundry Nurseries Potato Festival. Their potato list will 
be available from mid-November. 
 
 
Email addresses 
If you are a new email user or have changed your 
email address, please let me know. This ensures you 
receive this quarterly newsletter promptly as well as 
the occasional bulletin of topical news. Please notify 
changes to newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org 
 
 

Vacancy  
The Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ 
Association is looking for a new secretary. If you 
would be interested in taking on this role as Acting 
Secretary with a view to being elected at the AGM in 
December please contact Chairman, Mike Hunt, 6 Arle 
Close Cheltenham GL51 8JZ Tel: 01242 230609. 
 
 
Personal Safety 
This incident on the Midwinter allotment site was 
reported to Fiona Warin, please note also her advice 
to all allotment users. 

 
“A man who was not an allotment holder accessed 
the site on Sunday afternoon. He had consumed a lot 
of alcohol and he approached a woman working on 
her allotment, his behaviour was inappropriate and 
suggestive. The lady in question left the site, as a 
direct result, feeling very uncomfortable. The man 
followed her out, which must have felt very worrying. 
The man said that he was visiting an allotment holder 
but he was not accompanied and there was no plot-
holder in sight. 
  
Please keep an eye out for people who should not be 
on the site. Carry a mobile phone on your person or 
arrange to garden at the same time as another person 
if you are concerned about your personal safety. 
  
Above all, LOCK THE GATES on entering and 
leaving the site. EVERY SINGLE TIME. 
 
Apologies to the VAST majority who always lock the 
gates on coming and going. I appreciate that most 
people do every time. However, it seems that not 
everyone is doing this. If we observe this ourselves, 
we may end the tenancy if we feel that someone’s 
behaviour is having a negative impact on other 
people’s enjoyment of their allotment. If you observe 
someone not locking the gate, please let us know. 
 
Also, please remember that you are responsible for 
any visitors you invite onto the site. Please meet 
them at the gate and escort them while on the site.” 
 
 
Congratulations! 
Dr Dennis Sutton has been awarded the Jim Tandy 
Trophy for services to The National Allotment Society 
and The Cheltenham and District Allotment 
Association at the National Allotment Association 
AGM in York. 
 
Colin and Rosemary Smith were given life 
membership of the National Allotment Society for 
organising the two Malvern Show stands over the last 
10 years for the National Society. 
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Cheltenham Horticultural Society 
The CHS Summer show took place on Sunday 14th 
August. There seemed to be plenty of entries in the 
floral sections but not so many in the Vegetables and 
Fruit section. The Vegetables and Fruit section is 
‘open’, so anyone may enter and some C&DAHA 
members had done so, there was a good smattering 
of first, second and third prizes for those who had.  
 

 
The C&DAHA stand was looking good, with Dennis 
Sutton and Colin Smith in attendance at the time I 
visited. 

 
Rosemary Smith and Dennis Sutton were the only 
entries in the category for ‘9 Dwarf French Beans’ 
taking 2nd and 1st prizes respectively. 

These were the entries for the ‘Three Onion’ category. 
I resolved to make more effort to enter in future shows 
as I realised that I had a number of items that could 
have been entered such as sweet corn, runner beans 
and cucumbers. The show seemed reasonably busy 
when I visited, so I hope the CHS had enough visitors 
to cover their costs. 

Trip to Usk 
On the 25th June, a group of 37 set off by coach to 
Usk, although only 14 were either members of the 
C&DAHA or their partners. It was a pleasant day and 
mostly dry, about 20 gardens were open. On arrival 
my husband, Mike, and I first fortified ourselves with 
coffee and most excellent cake from the village hall, 
we the set off approximately anticlockwise around the 
village to visit the gardens. 

 
 
The village primary school included an area to grow 
vegetables and a wildlife pond - shown below. 

 
 
The gardens were extremely varied in both size and 
layout, but in all it was clear that the owners must 
have been working extremely hard as there were few 
weeds to be seen. 
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The variety of gardens and friendly enthusiasm of the 
owners and organisers was brilliant, everyone was 
delighted to receive and answer questions. 
 

 
We had our packed lunch in the grounds of Usk 
Castle, for ‘pudding’ we enjoyed some of their 
homemade Welsh cakes. 
 
The local allotments were open and looking 
immaculate, with everything growing well. Below is 
part of the last garden we visited. 

 
 
At this point, with about 5 gardens still to go we 
decided we were ‘gardened’ out, so we returned to the 
village hall for a reviving cup of tea and scone with 
cream and strawberries, before setting off home. A 
very enjoyable day, with many thanks to Claire 
Plowright for organising the trip. 
  
Lost property: Did you leave a scarf on the coach, 
if so please ring Rosemary Smith, Tel: 10242 
523740.  

Kate’s Year So Far 

 
Like all years I seem to have had both successes and 
failures. This year I have found carrots very difficult to 
grow, the slugs seemed to get them as soon as they 
emerged however many slug pellets I put down. 
Finally, at this end of the year, I have some actually 
growing and the first ones I pulled were delicious. I’ve 
grown celeriac every year since I got my allotment 
without problems – this year nearly all my seedlings 
bolted!  
 
On the plus side, I’ve had some terrific potatoes, I 
grew pink fir apple for the first time and they were 
delicious even my husband commented on the 
flavour. Peas have been fantastic; this year they’ve 
been the best I’ve ever grown. My sweetcorn is 
looking very good, we have tested the first cobs of 
‘Early Extra Sweet F1’ and found them wonderfully 
sweet and tender. I’m also growing ‘Swift’ this year 
which will be ready in a few weeks time. It looks like I 
shall have a good crop of butternut squash and the 
leeks are doing well under their environmesh cover – I 
grow them successionally, so we’ve eaten quite a few 
already. 
Cultivation Tips 
To rid brassicas of caterpillars, spray with a mix of 
vinegar and water – all the caterpillars will drop off 
(from Rosemary Smith). 
 
Use Nicotiana as a companion plant with brassica, 
their scent masks the smell of the brassicas (from 
Chaz Pearce). 
 
Wanted 
Colin Smith has been contacted by someone who 
wants cold frames, they have the glass but need 
some frames. If you can help, please contact them by 
email at ahcourtnay@btinternet.com 
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Seed Scheme 2016 – 2017 
 

If you are a new member, or have used the seed scheme before, an order pack will normally be delivered to you by 
volunteers. Please ensure that your allotment plot has a clearly visible number as this will expedite delivery. The 
pack comprises the Kings Seeds catalogue, an order form and a coloured summary sheet. If you have not received 
your pack by 30th September, please call Mr Colin Smith on 01242 523740. 
Our seed scheme, which is operated in conjunction with the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners 
Ltd. and Kings Seeds, offers good quality seeds at very favourable prices compared with Garden Centres and other 
retailers. Kings Seeds are one of the largest seed companies in the UK and also supplies seeds to a large sector of 
the commercial market. 
Again this year we are taking advantage of the option provided by the suppliers under which they make up individual 
member’s orders prior to despatching the bulk order to us. The charge for this service is £1 which is already entered 
on the summary sheet. Please do not forget to add it in when calculating the total amount on the summary sheet. 
Please also enter a Collection Code on the summary sheet, details are provided on the back of the summary 
sheet. The closing date for receipt of Seed Scheme orders is Sunday 6th November 2016. 
As before, fruit bushes and asparagus are ordered on the same sheet as the seeds. Delivery of these will be to 
your home address in March, weather permitting. Seeds will be available in late December, if they are required at 
that time please contact Colin Smith. Normal distribution will be in January. 
Late orders for seeds etc. can be accepted, but must be accompanied by an additional £3 to cover postage. 
All you have to do is enter your requirements on the order form enclosed with the catalogue, total the value of your 
order, complete your details on the summary form and return it with your remittance to:  
Mr Colin Smith, Linara, 15 Dunster Rd, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL. Please do not send to E W King & Co. You 
should retain the catalogue and send only the order form, summary sheet and remittance to Colin Smith. 
You may ignore the part of the order form which asks for your membership number which is intended for Societies or 
Associations and not individual members. 
Please check with your catalogue and order form that you have ordered what you actually intended to order before 
sending your form. Your catalogue enables you to check your order on receipt of your seeds/plants. Please keep it 
safely. 
Please complete your order form(s) and the coloured summary sheet and return them to Colin Smith together with 
your remittance no later than Sunday 6th November 2016. 
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to C&DAHA and do not send cash through the post. 
Please do not order seed potatoes from this catalogue as we will not accept them. You will get a better deal at 
the Dundry Potato Festival. 
 
"……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2017 
 
To: Mr. Colin Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
Please find enclosed £6.00 to renew my membership for 2016 (Please make cheques payable to (C&DAHA). 
 
Name..………………………………………………………………………………………….………… (Please print) 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode……………………………………. 
 
Email address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Allotment site………………………………………………………………………………Plot No………………………………. 


