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**************************************************************************** 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
ASSOCIATION WAS HELD ON MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 5TH AT 7.00PM IN THE MUNICIPAL 
OFFICES. 
 
The meeting was attended by 33 members.  The main 
discussion was on the new tenancy agreement.  There 
was concern among some members about one or two 
of the clauses which officers agreed to feed back to the 
Borough Council. Representatives had had full 
discussions with representatives of the Borough 
Council in advance of the, then, current draft.   
 
Dennis Sutton gave a summary of the 
recommendations of the Borough Council Scrutiny 
Task Group’s Allotment Review to which the 
Association gave evidence during the review stage. 
The recommendations were felt to be potentially 
beneficial to allotment provision and to allotment 
tenants. 
 
Elections. 
Following the elections the full committee is: 
President: Mrs. Chris. Ryder 
Chairman:  Mr. Mike Hunt, Midwinter 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Diana Ashdown, Midwinter 
Secretary: No election 
Treasurer: Mr. Colin Smith, Terry Ashdown 
Newsletter Editor: Mr. D. Sutton, Asquith Road 
Mrs. Rosemary Smith, Terry Ashdown 
Mr. Chaz. Pearce, Swindon Village 
Mr. John Petchey, Blacksmith’s Lane 
Mrs. Jean Powell, Asquith Road 
Mrs. Ros Boase, Hatherley Road 
Tracey Souter, Hayden Lane 
Mr. Chris West, Alma Road 
Auditor: Ms. Fiona Jones. Asquith Road. 
 

Allotment Competition Awards 2013 
 
Class 1 The Douglas Trapp Cup 
1st John Viveash, Hatherley Road 
2nd Sue Rowe, Hayden 
3rd Rose Morris, Swindon Village 
 
Class2 the Roy Marchant cup 
1st Ken Lewis, Asquith Road 
2nd Mrs. B. Broomfield, Terry Ashdown 
3rd Mrs J. Twinning, Swindon Village 
 
Class 3 The Sir Harold Harmsworth Shield 
1st Len Mell, Asquith road 
2nd Sue Bliss, Terry Ashdown 
3rd Mike Cocker, Swindon Village 
 
The Chris Ryder Cup for help and assistance to all 
tenants at the Warden Hill site . 
Karen  Byers. 
 
At the end of the meeting the tiller which had been 
donated to the Association and advertised in the 
previous newsletter was sold by closed tender.  The 
proceeds will be used to for the benefit of the 
Association. 
 
OUR NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
We are redirecting our 3rd March members meeting to 
The Bacon Theatre, Dean Close School for BBC 
Gardeners question time Live. Doors open at 5.30 
,you will be greeted with a drink. The program goes on 
air at 6.30 and ends at 7.45 pm. Tickets cost £2.50 
and are available on a first come first served basis. 
Please phone or email Claire; she will get the tickets 
to you  . 07761584390  c.plowright@tesco.net 
All the information is on the CHS website. 
 
 

c.plowright@tesco.net
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THE ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 
The results for 2013 are reported above. The details of 
the 2014 competition are given on page 4. 
 
THE SEED SCHEME 
All the seeds have been distributed. If you ordered fruit 
bushes these will be delivered to your address by 
Kings at the end of `March when they can get them out 
of the ground.  If you have any questions do not 
hesitate to call Colin Smith on 01242 523740.  
DUNDRY SEED POTATOES 
If you missed the potato festival you can still buy seed 
potatoes at Dundry Nurseries.  You can get a discount 
on presenting your C&DAHA membership card. 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Membership subscriptions for 2014 became due on 1st 
of January 2014. The fee is £5.00 for the year payable 
to C&DAHA. If you have not yet renewed, a 
subscription form is provided on page 4. Please send 
your subscription and completed form to Mr. Colin 
Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL. 
(If you have not given Colin an email address please 
do as this enables us to communicate with members at 
any time on an urgent matter). 
 
COMMITTEE NEWS 
We welcome Ros Boase and Chris West to the 
committee.  Ros has kindly agreed to gradually take 
over the role of secretary to the Association from 
Claire. 
Claire has agreed to continue to organise the visits. 
Sadly, Gill and Kathy Shaw have retired from the 
committee.  We thank them for their contributions over 
the past few years.   
 
Association meeting dates for 2014 
Monday, March 3rd  (See below). 
Monday, September 1st 
Monday, December  1st (AGM) 
 
Subscriptions to the National Allotment Society 
The NAS announced that the affiliation fee which your 
association pays will rise by 25 pence per member to 
£2.25 in 2014. It will then rise by 25 pence per member 
in each of the following three years reaching £3.00 per 
member by 2017.  Your membership fee covers the 
services they offer to clubs and association and public 
liability insurance in relation to your plot(s). 
Clearly your committee will have to consider our 
membership fees in due course in the light of this rise. 
 
 
 

THE EDIBLE GARDEN SHOW 
This show will take place March 28 – 30 2014 this 
year it has moved from Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
to the Alexandra Palace in London. 
 www.theediblegardenshow.co.uk 
 
RHS MALVERN SPRING GARDEN FESTIVAL 
The dates for this annual event are Thursday, May 8th 
- Sunday, May 11th 2014. Cheltenham will, again, be 
responsible for the National Society stand. Do call at 
the stand if you visit the show. 
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE FEDERATION OF 
GARDENING  SOCIETIES. 
Our Association is affiliated to the Federation. Go to 
www.gfgs.org.uk  to access much more 
information about its role and other gardening 
clubs/societies The Federation is holding its fourth 
Open Sweet Pea Show this year.  It will be held on 
July 19th 1.00pm – 4.00pm at the Shurdington Social 
Centre.  
Please note that this is at the same venue and time as 
the Cotswold Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society 
Fuchsia Show. 
 
The Federation also sponsors an inter club 
competition at the Berkeley show on August 25th.  If 
any one was interested in contributing to an entry from 
our Association further details can be obtained from 
the Editor.– how about contributing to an entry this 
year? 
 
As part of its project to encourage school gardening 
the Federation organised a School Basket competition 
in which schools were provided with a 16 inch wicker 
basket to fill with produce or plants.  There were 6 
entries and 1,300 members of the public voted for 
their favourite. The winners were Mickleton Young 
Gardeners’ Club.  Two Cheltenham schools, Belmont 
School and Naunton Park Primary School created 
very imaginative entries.  You can see pictures of all 
the entries on the Federation website 
www.gfgs.org.uk  
 
WAITING LISTS 
If you have friends on a waiting list for a plot you can 
give them some encouragement by reference to a 
recent survey by the National Allotment Society.  They 
found that waiting lists have fallen by 15% in the last 
two years.  Nationally there are now 78,825 persons 
on waiting lists, which represents 52 waiting for every 
100 plots.  The situation in Cheltenham is marginally 
better than this with a waiting list of around 44 
persons per 100 plots. 

http://www.theediblegardenshow.co.uk/
http://www.gfgs.org.uk/
http://www.gfgs.org.uk/
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COMPOST FROM RE-CYCLED MATERIAL 
Thanks to John Sutherland for letting us know about 
the soil conditioner being made from our household 
food waste and some of our green waste . We leave it 
out for 'the bin man' but its collected from your door 
step by Ubico, who transfer it in large lorries and take it 
to Rosehill farm, Dymock where it is processed in just 
ten weeks.   
 Mark Bennion runs the industrial composting plant. 
The new waste is put into huge concrete tunnels, 
temperature probes are inserted and it is left to heat up 
to 600C and air is pumped in to get oxygen into the 
fermenting mixture. The piles then get moved and 
samples are sent to the lab to test if they are safe. The 
waste now rapidly decomposing is laid out and turned 
regularly with diggers. When its ready it is filtered 
40mm for material sent to farms and 20mm for garden 
material. The bagged soil conditioner can be bought 
from the farm or at several county council amenity 
sites. Phone first to check if they have sufficient 
already bagged before you go out to collect some  
Tel:   01531 890216    (Thank you to Claire for this 
item) 
 
John Viveash sent us the following advice 
I have contacted Mrs Bennion several times about the 
compost but I think they are short of staff to bag it up 
so she has advised me to try in the spring. Dawn 
Nurseries are selling Claverings horse manure at £10 
for 4 x 50 litre bags which I have been using.    
Regards John Viveash. 
 
EARLY WARNING 
National Allotment Week in 2014 will run from the 4th to 
10th August 
 
AUDENFIELD ALLOTMENTS 
The National Allotment Society owns 4 sites across the 
country, one of which is in Churchdown. Audenfield 
allotment site, previously known as The Moor’s 
Allotments, is on land that was bequeathed ‘in 
perpetuity’ to the National Society of Allotment and 
Leisure Gardeners (NSALG). The Society currently 
hold the freehold and leases this land to Churchdown 
Parish Council for the use as allotments, with the 
running of site carried out by the Allotment Amenities 
Committee, with help from the plot holders.   The land 
was bequeathed to the Society by one of The Misses 
Auden, two sisters (probably in-laws) of the poet W H 
Auden (1907-1973). The sisters lived in Caer Glow a 
large Victorian house built in 1888 along Station Road. 
On 13 December 1960, the executor of Miss N 
Auden’s Will applied to use the land for residential 

development but was refused by Gloucestershire 
County Council as ‘the site is defined in the approved 
Development Plan for statutory allotments, and is 
likely to be required for this purpose as evidenced by 
its present use as private allotments’. Following this 
event the NSALG inherited the site. During the early 
days, each plot was massive in comparison to the 
present day, stretching from the boundary fence to the 
central path; now, as there is a high demand for 
allotment plots, some are sub-divided in an attempt to 
reduce the waiting list, which is currently around three 
years long. The site is popular with young families and 
has a small social scene with annual gatherings. 
 
FOR SALE 
Stihl fs45 strimmer in good condition and working 
order and with all accessories £80.00.  Call Tony 
07527142213. 
 
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
I am not including any pictures currently as it causes 
download problems on some members’ computers. 
This means I have either to convert the pictures to 
black and white or remove them completely and email 
newsletters individually.  As you can imagine this is 
very time-consuming so, for the time being  - text only. 
I regret this because I think the pictures do add 
interest. 
 
 
Dennis Sutton.(Editor) 
61, Leckhampton Road, 
Cheltenham,  
GL53 0BS: 
 densutton@madasafish.com 
 
February 14th 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:densutton@madasafish.com


 

 4 

THE ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CATEGORIES ARE CHANGED THIS YEAR. 
 

There are four classes in this competition.      Members should enter only one class 

CLASS 1.  Douglas Trapp Memorial Cup. Open to members (not senior citizens) managing a full size plot.,  
The Criteria:  The traditional allotment plot, a good variety of crops, good pest control, weed control, compost heap(s) 
and water storage.  
CLASS 2.  Sir Harold Harmsworth Shield.   Open to members (not senior Citizens) managing a plot up to half size.   
The Criteria:  Imaginative use of the smaller space to provide vegetables, flowers, etc. 
 
CLASS 3.  The Roy Marchant Cup Open to members who are senior citizens (60 or over) managing a full size plot.   
Criteria as in Class 1. 
CLASS 4.   A new trophy to be announced. Open to members who are senior citizens managing up to half a plot.  
Criteria as in Class 2. 
 
CHRIS RYDER VASE. 
Please nominate a member of the association on your site who you think has helped/advised plot holders in the past year 
 
Please complete the entry form below and send it to Rosemary Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, Glos, 
GL510NL by APRIL 26TH 2014 
 
Entry Form 
 

ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 2014 
 
I wish to enter Class  ...................................................... Name.....................................………………………………. 
 
Allotment Site………….............................................................................................................Plot No …………...……….. 
 
Address...............…………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………….Telephone Number…………………………….. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2014 
 
TO: Mr. Colin Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
Please find enclosed £5.00  to renew my membership subscription for 2014 
(PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO CADAHA). 
 
Name:…………………………………………………………………….……(Please print) 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………...Postcode………………………………………… 
 
Email address:………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Allotment site………………………………………………………………………………….Plot No:……………………… 


