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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 
 

President: Councillor Affiliated to the National Society of 

Christine Ryder Allotment and Leisure Gardeners  

 Limited and the Gloucestershire 

 Federation of Gardening Societies. 

NEWSLETTER  Spring 2016 
 

CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt 6 Arle Close Cheltenham GL51 8JZ Tel: 01242 230609 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs D M Ashdown 20 Cromwell Road Cheltenham GL52 5DW Tel: 582008 
SECRETARY: Mrs R Boase Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message) 
TREASURER: Mr C A Smith 15 Dunster Road Cheltenham GL51 0NL Tel: 01242 523740 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mr S Boase Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Members’ Open Meetings 
 
Members are reminded that our open meetings this 
year are in March and September at 7.00pm in the 
Municipal Offices, Cheltenham.  
 

On Monday March 7th Julia Scott will speak on 
“Growing and Enjoying Herbs” and on Monday 
September 5th Mr Bob Smith, an expert on Moths, will 
talk. All are welcome so do bring friends and family.  
 
 

 

Re-cycle your plastic pots and trays 
 

If you have any plastic pots or trays that you no longer 
need they can be re-cycled at Dundry Nurseries 
Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham, Glos. GL51 6SL.  The 
condition is not important so take along any broken 
pots as well. 
 
 

 

Seed potatoes 
 

At the time of writing there were still plenty of seed 
potatoes at Dundry Nurseries and by the time you 
read this a selection of French seed potatoes will have 
arrived. 
 
 

 

Website Password 
 

The new password for access to the members’ area of 
our website is Bocking14 

Usk Open Gardens Event 
 

The Association is organising a visit to the Usk Open 
Gardens Event. 

Date: Saturday, June 25th 2016 

Return coach travel and entry ticket cost £18 per 
person. 

Depart from Cheltenham race course at 9.00am 

Depart Usk at 3.00pm arriving in Cheltenham at 
approx. 4.30pm 

To get your name on the list contact Claire Plowright 
on 07761584390 or 01242 530762. 

Email: c.plowright@tesco.net 18, Albemarle Gate 
Cheltenham, GL50 4PJ 

Usk is an historic town on the banks of the river Usk. 

The gardens range from small cottage gardens to the 
grand sweep of the medieval Usk castle. Additional 
attractions are the Victorian Courthouse, the Rural 
Life Museum, a gardener’s market and antique and 
craft outlets. In all, a great day out. 

See http://www.uskopengardens.com/index.htm 
 
 

 

Allotments of yesterday and today 
 
Allotments have a long history probably originating in 
the middle ages. Things became more formalised with 
the 1908 Small Holdings and Allotments Act which 
required local authorities to provide enough allotments 
to meet the demand.  

Servicemen returning from the First World War 
wanting to grow vegetables for their families were 
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further assisted by the Land Settlement Facilities Act 
1919. Then in 1922 allotment holders’ rights were 
strengthened by the Allotments Acts.  

Originally allotments were 10 poles in size. It’s not a 
measurement we come across very often today but 
this old surveyors’ term equates to 5½ yards or 16½ 
feet. Therefore a full 10 pole allotment is 302½ square 
yards or about the size of a doubles tennis court. By 
the way, the ‘pole’ is exactly the same as a ‘rod’ or 
‘perch’ and has been linked to the length of the 
military pike used in the 14th and 15th centuries.  

Nowadays allotments are shrinking in size probably in 
an attempt to meet demand. Some authorities offer 
half sized or even smaller plots.  

If you are interested in learning more the book entitled 
Of Cabbages and Kings by Caroline Foley covers the 
subject comprehensively. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Jardins d'ouvriers 
 
On a recent summer visit to Normandy we came 
across the French equivalent to our allotments. 
They’re called jardins d'ouvriers and we were 
favourably impressed by what we saw. The whole site 
was vast and each plot seemed very much larger than 
we have at home.  

Furthermore the quality of the land allocated appeared 
excellent and the growers took great pride in the crops 
they were producing.  

 

 

 

Overall we were left with the impression of dozens of 
miniature smallholdings all beautifully maintained. I 
guess in France there isn’t as much pressure on land 
as there is here so plots can more easily be provided. 
 
 

 
 

Cheltenham Horticultural Society Spring 
Show 2016 
 
This show is to be held on Sunday April 3rd at Pittville 
Pump Room and four classes are open to our 
membership. 
 
Section H - Vegetables (open)  
 

100 Three stems of forced rhubarb  

101 A pair of leeks - trimmed  

102 Three winter stored vegetables - 1 variety  

103 1 full sized Seed Tray (not modular) of pricked-
out Vegetable/Salad Plants  

 
Some classes are also open in Section A; daffodils 
are also open if members are interested. 
 
The full schedule can be found on the Cheltenham 
Horticultural Society website 
 
http://www.cheltenhamhorticultural.co.uk 
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Email addresses 
 

If you are a new email user or have changed your 
email address, do please let me know. This ensures 
you receive this quarterly newsletter promptly as well 
as the occasional bulletin of topical news. 
newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org           (Ed) 

 

Water Butt Available 
 

An unwanted used plastic water butt is available to 
any member that wants it free of charge. It was given 
by a member of the public and it’s in reasonably good 
condition but will need a new tap. If you are interested 
phone Ros on 01242 802777 and leave a message. 
First come first served!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 
 
If you have not already paid your subscription for 2016 please could you complete and forward the form below 
together with £5.50 to Colin Smith. If this has not been received by 1st April your name will be deleted from the 
membership list.  
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2016 
 
To: Mr. Colin Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
Please find enclosed £5.50 to renew my membership for 2016    (Please make cheques payable to (C&DAHA). 
 
Name:…………………………………………………………………….……(Please print) 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………...Postcode………………………………………… 
 
Email address:…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Allotment site………………………………………………………………………………Plot No:……………………… 

mailto:newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org

