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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 
 

President: Christine Ryder Affiliated to the National Allotment 
(Mayor) Society and the Gloucestershire 
 Federation of Gardening Societies. 
 

NEWSLETTER  Spring 2017 
 

CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt, 6 Arle Close, Cheltenham GL51 8JZ. Tel: 01242 230609 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs D M Ashdown, 20 Cromwell Road, Cheltenham GL52 5DW. Tel: 01242 582008 
SECRETARY: Ms Layla Avaron, Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message)  
TREASURER: Mr C A Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham GL51 0NL. Tel: 01242 523740 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Ms K Smith, 15 Alma Close, Cheltenham GL51 3NA. Tel: 01242 257718  
________________________________________________________________ 

 

CDAHA Spring Meeting 
Monday, March 6th at 7pm in the Municipal Offices 
A talk will be given by Richard Baldwin titled 
“Vegetables: choosing the correct cultivar – Hybrids – 
Seed storage etc.” 
 
Richard Baldwin, RHS Masters, comes from the West 
Riding of Yorkshire and has been involved in 
horticulture all his life. His career started in a general 
nursery with a florist shop, progressing to the parks 
department glasshouses and nursery.  He later 
worked on the south coast growing indoor flowers, pot 
plants and containerised nursery stock and then at the 
research station at Luddington, Warwickshire on 
commercial fruit crop production. 
  
Richard then moved to Pershore College of 
Horticulture, Worcestershire, specialising in 
commercial horticulture.  He ran a 50 acre intensive 
vegetable unit along with a separate organic unit, 
eventually becoming Senior Horticultural Lecturer. 
  
Now retired, Richard practices wildlife gardening in his 
own garden in Worcestershire.  
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale at the meeting. 
 
Website Passwords 
C&DAHA Website 
The new password for access to the members’ area of 
our website is Winston 
 
National Website (nsalg.org.uk) 
The User Name is: s9327 
Password: nsalg12 

Membership Subscriptions 
Membership subscriptions for 2017 became due on 
1st of January 2017. The subscription is £6 for the 
year.  
 
Advantages of membership include:  
• The seed scheme (savings of approx. 40%),  
• 10% discount at: 

o Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane, 
o Cleeve Supplies, Tobyfield Rd, 
o Mobile chiropodist, Tel: 07713209729  

• insurance giving public liability cover related 
to your plot 

• a Newsletter four times per year 
• Three meetings per year – two with guest 

speakers 
 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders who are 
not members of these benefits). 
 
Please note that this is the last newsletter that 
you will receive if you have not renewed your 
membership for 2017. 
 
Seed Scheme 
Thank you to all those who took part in the seed 
scheme. This year we were able to get all the seeds 
out by the 1st week in January.  
 
All of those who ordered fruit bushes, asparagus etc. 
These will be dispatched to your home address 
around late March, depending on the weather 
conditions. 
 
 

www.cheltenhamallotments.org 
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Dates for Your Diary 
C&DAHA Meetings for 2017 
Monday September 4th – Details TBA 
Monday December 4th – Annual General Meeting 
 
All meeting Start at 7pm and are held at the Municipal 
Offices, Promenade, Cheltenham. All members are 
invited to attend. 
 
Gardens for Food, Fun and Flowers  
Gloucestershire Local History Association will be 
holding its annual Local History Day at Churchdown 
Community Centre, Parton Road, Churchdown on 
Saturday, 18th March 2017. This year’s topic is 
‘Gardens for Food, Fun and Flowers’. 
  
The event is open to all and will run from 10.30am to 
4.00pm. Admission is free. Refreshments, including 
sandwiches at lunchtime, will be available. A full 
programme for the day may be found on the 
Association’s website, www.gloshistory.org.uk 
One of the events is a talk by Dr Jeremy Burchardt 
titled: ‘Gloucestershire’s place in the early allotment 
movement’. 
 
Cheltenham Horticultural Society (CHS) Spring 
Show 2017 
This show is held on Sunday 2nd April 2017 at Pittville 
Pump Room. There are several open classes, those 
that may be of interest to our members are: 
 
Section H – Vegetables (open) 
100. Three stems of Forced Rhubarb 
101. One Winter Vegetable 
102. Three Winter Vegetables 
103. 1 full sized Seed Tray (not modular) of 

pricked-out Vegetable/Salad Plants 
There are also open classes in Section A (Daffodils), 
Section D (Floral Art) and Section E (Junior Exhibits). 
 
The full schedule can be found on the CHS website 
cheltenhamhorticultural.co.uk 
 
Spring into Gardening – An evening of gardening 
inspiration & style 
This event will be held on Thursday 6th April at 6:45pm 
at the Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester. 
 
This event is run by WellChild, more information and 
tickets at wellchild.org.uk 

RHS Malvern Spring Festival 
This show will be held from the 11th to 14th May 2017 
 
Email addresses 
If you are a new email user or have changed your 
email address, please let me know. This ensures you 
receive this quarterly newsletter promptly as well as 
the occasional bulletin of topical news. Please notify 
changes to newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org 
Information on the Internet 
A website that contains a wealth of information about 
allotments. Visit http://www.allaboutallotments.co.uk/ 
Potato Weekend at Dundry Nurseries 
As usual C&DAHA had a stand at the Potato Festival. 

 
This year the area where people could select loose 
potatoes of different varieties was held in a marque 
behind the main indoor area of Dundry Nurseries, the 
ground was very cold and despite a thick pair of socks 
and outdoor shoes, my feet needed thawing out by 
the time I got home after my 2 hours of looking after 
the stand. 
 
We had quite a few visitors to the stand and over the 
2 days, enrolled 4 new members and had 7 members 
renew. 

 
Mike Hunt (C&DAHA Chairman) signing up two new 
members. 
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Article from Layla Avaron, our new 
Association Secretary 
I was appointed Secretary at the December AGM 
2016. I took it on as there were no other volunteers 
and the key positions need to be filled for a properly 
functioning Association.   A huge THANK YOU to all 
people whom have in past and present volunteered 
and been on the committee. 
 
As I see it the Association is part of the bigger picture 
of upholding our rights to have Allotments.  With the 
affiliation to the National Allotment Society whom 
amongst other roles includes the legal team to help 
deal with local Allotment issues when local 
Associations need assistance with any matters. 
So being part of our Association is helping every 
allotment all over the UK.  This means I am supporting 
the right to rent an Allotment.    This is Fabulous.  
 
I originally helped a friend out on the allotment in 2008 
as I was physically very unwell and needed an activity 
to help.  I used to shuffle along at a snail’s pace on a 
small seat, this took a long time and it was exhausting 
to trowel over an area to plant, but a very satisfying 
achievement.  Allotments are amazing places to be a 
part of nature and heal. 
 
In 2008 the allotment very overgrown. 

 
(newsletter editor – my allotment was in a very similar 
state when I took it on in June 2008. L) 
 

My first bed, crop and result for a beetroot crop 2008 

 
 
Some of the friends that came to help the next year.  
To produce some great veg. 
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It was not without its problems leek moth destruction 

 
 
The allotment is always evolving and 2016 it had a 
transformation of a path down the centre. This made 
the allotment easier to manage 

 
 

The shed is the project this winter.  The shed bottom 
had rotted and needed a revamp. The shed is getting 
an overhaul inside as well. 
 
I expect many Allotment holders have pictures of their 
progress and how the allotments have transformed 
over the years, or their best veg ever grown, or a veg 
disease that needed identifying. 
 
My answer to the leek moth was not to grow it for a 
few years to discourage the moth. This year I grew 
them again and seem to have been lucky to miss its 
invasion. Yippy. 
 
Kate’s Allotment – Winter/Spring 
The winter is a time for sitting by a warm fire making 
plans and ordering seeds.  
 
The allotment looks a bit forlorn this time of year. 

  
 
 
 

My broad beans have not come through this winter 
well. But replacements for those that have failed are 
well on the way. 

 
 
There continues to be something to harvest. Leeks, 
Brussels sprouts, kale, flower sprouts and purple 
sprouting broccoli. 

 
 

 
I have potatoes are that chitting – I’m growing Violetta 
and Pink Fir Apple this year. Onion, shallot, 
cauliflower and celeriac seeds have been planted in 
the greenhouse and the weeds are already growing 
well J. And so the cycle starts again. 

 
Fox having a quiet kip in the sun. 
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Notes, Tips & Recipes 
Note from Naomi Horan 
Naomi says “I have a plot on Hayden Lane plot 
number 33B (the one with the pink shed). I'm around 
quite a bit so if anyone wants a chat feel free, although 
be warned I'm a newbie to it all.” 
 
Tip from Stuart & Ros Boase for Surplus 
Sweetcorn 
We usually have great success with sweetcorn and 
usually have 80-100 plants.  With the surplus I run a 
sharp knife down the kernels to remove them from the 
cob and then bag and freeze them.  It works well for 
us and in this way, they don’t take up so much space 
in the freezer. 
 
Tip from Rosemary Smith for Caterpillars on 
Brassicas 
Mix a cup of vinegar with half a cup of water. Spray 
the brassicas with this solution every day for 6 days 
then once a week. 
 
You can use garlic soaked in water, but the brassicas 
tend to take on the garlic flavour. 
 
Do you like your new potatoes to be truly new? 
From Dennis Sutton  
I plant 5 first earlys as early as possible (often in late 
February) and try to protect the shoots from any frost 
as they emerge.  Two weeks later I plant another 5 
and so on through March and April.  This means we 
have young, fresh new potatoes until early July.  We 
are a family of two so if you have more members you 
will need to plant an appropriate multiple of 5 each 
time.   The later plantings do tend to catch up with 
some of the earlier plantings as the soil warms up. 

Also, I do not follow the advice of waiting until these 
early potatoes have flowered; since I am more 
interested in the eating experience than heavy crops 
from earlys I gently scrape the soil of the ridge away 
to see the size of the new potatoes.  If those I see are 
the size of a table tennis ball I harvest our first potato 
experience of the year. 
 
In order to extend the season further I also get 
permission from the chef to put four or five seed 
potatoes in the fridge until July/August when I plant 
them for a treat in September/October. 
 
Recipe from Claire Plowright 
Leeks wrapped in bacon, delicious simple allotment 
recipe. 
 
I will always remember this recipe, when I first took on 
my allotment years ago, on a very cold day an old 
man told me this simple way to enjoy a leek supper, 
as he told me he dribbled. Of course, I have found it 
is good to wrap bacon around a few other veg and 
roast in this way. 
 
Top, tail and peel your leek. 
 
Wind a slice of streaky bacon around it and hold in 
place with a few cocktail sticks. 
 
Bake in the middle of the oven on low for 40 mins or 
until the leek is soft. 
 
remove the cocktail sticks and serve on a plate with 
your favourite Allotment chutney. 
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THE C&DAHA ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 2017 
 
There are four classes in this competition.      Members should enter only one class 
 
CLASS 1.  Douglas Trapp Memorial Cup. Open to members (not senior citizens) managing a full-size plot,  
The Criteria:  The traditional allotment plot, a good variety of vegetables and flowers, good pest control, weed control, 
compost heap(s) and water storage.  
CLASS 2.  Sir Harold Harmsworth Shield.    Open to members (not senior Citizens) managing a plot up to half size.   
The Criteria:  Imaginative use of the smaller space to provide vegetables, flowers, etc. 
 
CLASS 3.  The Roy Marchant Cup      Open to members who are senior citizens (60 or over) managing a full-
size plot. Criteria as in Class 1. 
CLASS 4.  The Colin Smith Cup       Open to members who are senior citizens managing up to half a plot.  
Criteria as in Class 2. 
 
CHRIS RYDER VASE. 
Please nominate a member of the association on your site who you think has helped/advised plot holders in the past year 
 
Please complete the entry form below and send it to Rosemary Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, Glos, 
GL51 0NL by APRIL 26TH 2017 
 
Entry Form 
"……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 2017 
 
I wish to enter Class  ..................................................... Name.....................................………………………………….. 
 
Allotment Site………….........................................................................................................Plot No …………...……….. 
 
Address...............………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Email address:……………………………………………………………………….Telephone Number……………………… 
 
"……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2017 
 
To: Mr. Colin Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
Please find enclosed £6.00 to renew my membership for 2017 (Please make cheques payable to (C&DAHA). 
 
Name..………………………………………………………………………………………….………… (Please print) 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode……………………………………. 
 
Email address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Allotment site………………………………………………………………………………Plot No………………………………. 


