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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 
 

President: Councillor Affiliated to the National Society of 
Christine Ryder Allotment and Leisure Gardeners  
 Limited and the Gloucestershire 
 Federation of Gardening Societies. 

NEWSLETTER  Summer 2015 
 

CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt 6 Arle Close Cheltenham GL51 8JZ Tel: 01242 230609 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs D M Ashdown 20 Cromwell Road Cheltenham GL52 5DW Tel: 582008 
SECRETARY: Mrs R Boase Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message) 
TREASURER: Mr C A Smith 15 Dunster Road Cheltenham GL51 0NL Tel: 01242 523740 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mr S Boase Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our September Meeting 
 
Monday, September 7th 2015 at 7 pm in the 
Municipal Offices 
Will Scott, from "The Walled Garden, Worcester" will 
give us a tool sharpening demonstration. Our 
members are invited to bring their knives, scissors, 
secateurs and shears for demonstrations.  
Over the years Will and Julia Scott have created a 
delightful garden combining colour and scent from a 
host of herbs, flowers, vegetables and fruits. The 
garden is occasionally opened to the public as part of 
the National Garden Scheme charitable fundraising.  
Raffle tickets will be on sale at the meeting. 
 
 
Please note the details of our AGM, on Monday 7th 
December at 7 pm in the Municipal Offices, 
Cheltenham. 
 
 

Pelargonium Show & Quilt Exhibition 
 
The Cotswold Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society is 
holding a Pelargonium Show and Quilt Exhibition on 
Saturday 30th May 2015 at the Shurdington Social 
Centre between 1:00 and 4:00 pm. There’s free 
parking and entry is only £1. Further details are 
available from Colin Smith.  
 
 

Usk Open Gardens Weekend 
 
The Open Gardens weekend is June 27th and 28th 
2015.  Twenty gardens open to the public between 
10.00am and 5.00pm.  Cost £7.50.  Plant stall and 

gardeners’ market. For more information go to 
http://www.uskopengardens.com  
 
 

Gloucestershire Federation of Gardening  
Societies 
 
The Federation is holding its fifth Open Sweet Pea 
Show this year.  It will be held on Saturday, July 11th 
between 1 pm - 4 pm at the Shurdington Social 
Centre.  
Please note that this is at the same venue and time 
as the Cotswold Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society 
Fuchsia Show. 
 
 

Cheltenham Horticultural Society 
 
Some CDAHA members entered the CHS spring 
show and I understand that there were a number of 
successes. Congratulations to all the prize-winners! 
 
Summer Flower and Craft Show 
This takes place on Sunday August 16th at the Pittville 
Pump Rooms. CHS has established open vegetable 
classes which our members are encouraged to enter. 
Start your planning and growing now if you plan to 
enter the show (We hope many members will 
enter). 
The schedule is not yet available but, for your 
guidance, the classes last year were: 
Three potatoes – any one variety. 
Five cherry tomatoes 
Three carrots. 
Three onions. 
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Six runner beans. 
A pair of lettuces. 
Three bulbs of garlic. 
Courgettes – 2 courgettes with flowers.  
A pair of cucumbers. 
Five shallots. 
One dish of soft fruit. 
One dish of 7 gooseberries. 
Collection of culinary herbs in a vase. 
Five – a – day. 
The longest runner bean. 
The heaviest onion. 
The ugliest vegetable. 
The heaviest marrow. 
Top tray – a selection of vegetables to be displayed 
within a standard seed tray measuring 37cm x 24cm. 
 
Full details will be available on the CHS website 
www.cheltenhamhorticultural.co.uk/ 
 
 

National Allotment Week 
 
In 2015 this will run from the 10th to 16th August. The 
theme this year, A Plot for all Ages, is designed to 
emphasise the benefits that allotments bring to 
everyone regardless of age and to highlight the fact 
that we need to value our remaining plots and 
preserve them for future generations to enjoy. 
Read more at http://www.nsalg.org.uk/news-events-
campaigns/national-allotments-week/ 
 
 

Website report and new password 
 
In 2015 the website, www.cheltenhamallotments.org 
has received an average in excess of 300 visitors per 
month. Since the website launched we have received 
21 membership applications via the website and also 
applications using the form downloaded from the 
website. 
 
Popular articles include a monthly gardening column 
by Chris Evans of Dundry Nurseries, and the latest 
news and events available for members of the 
association. 
 
There are also Members Pages with information about 
the association and back copies of the newsletter. If 
you haven't visited it yet, why not take a look. To 
access the Members Pages the new password for the 
summer is Carrot. 

Robert Atkin 

Tomato Tip 
 

Here’s a novel 
tip culled from 
the recent RHS 
journal. If you 
want tomatoes 
that are sweeter 
and contain 50% 

more vitamin C you should spray your plants with a 
dilute solution of aspirin at a rate of half a soluble 
tablet per litre of water.  
 
The suggested frequency is twice or three times per 
month. Another source suggested that this may also 
help to ward off blight. I will certainly be trying this 
myself, for the cost of a few aspirin what have you got 
to lose? 
 
 

Rhubarb and Ginger Cake 
 
8 oz self raising flour 
4 oz margarine 
Rub in 
 
Add 4 oz sugar 
Add 2 eggs with little after-mixing 
Add 8 oz fresh rhubarb cubed 
Add 3 oz stem ginger 
 

 
 
Add mixture to a greased and floured loaf tin 
Bake at 150º in a fan oven for 1 hour but check after 
40 minutes 
 
Thanks to Mrs Rosemary Smith for this recipe 
 
 

Nettle Leaf Plant Food 
 
Make your own plant food from nettles; it’s quick, 
easy and smelly! Gather lots of nettles and stuff them 
into a pair of unoccupied tights and bash them to 
bruise the leaves and stems. Submerge them in a 
bucket of water. You may need a stone or half a brick 
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to hold them 
under and leave 
to brew. After two 
or three weeks, 
when the liquor is 
good and smelly, 
it’s ready.  
 

Dilute at a ratio of 1:10 and pour directly around the 
bottom of your plants and they’ll love it. We have a 
batch at the brewing stage – I’ll let you know how it 
works.  
 
 

Members’ Discounts 
 
The Committee is looking into obtaining discounts for 
members. We are pleased to say that the hardware 
and D.I.Y. shop in Bishops Cleeve has agreed to give 
members 10% discount any day of the week. Just 
show your membership card.  
 
We have been told that the 3 bags of compost for £10 
at B&Q do not qualify for discount on Wednesdays as 
it is already at a special price. 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
 
Hello, I’m Stuart Boase the new editor of the CDAHA 
newsletter. I hope you find this edition interesting and 
informative.  
 
I’ve had an allotment on the Hatherley Road site for a 
number of years and I know there’s a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise amongst our members. It 
would be great if you could share your hints, tips and 
advice. I’m looking for short items to include next time 
- the sort of thing you would pass on to an allotment 
neighbour.  
 
It doesn’t need to be long or complicated, just 
something that you’ve found that works for you.  
So if you could add anything to the mix I’d be most 
grateful. My email address is:- 
 
newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org   
 
Finally, thanks to Dennis Sutton, my predecessor, for 
his excellent work over the last four years. 
 

RHS Malvern Spring Festival 
 
The National Allotment Society took a stand at the 
Malvern Festival and Colin and Rosemary Smith 
committed many hours of their time to set up and 
steward it. To invite interest they gave away tomato 
plants that they had grown. An excellent idea that 
meant visitors to the stand went away with a free gift 
and a leaflet. Helping them were staff from the 
National Society and members of our association.  
 
 

The C&DAHA Allotment Competition 2015 
 
There are four classes in this competition. 
Members should enter only one class 
 
CLASS 1 - Douglas Trapp Memorial Cup 
 
Open to members (not senior citizens) managing up 
to a full size plot. 
The Criteria:  The traditional allotment plot, a good 
variety of crops, good pest control, weed control, 
compost heap(s) and water storage.  
 
CLASS 2 - Sir Harold Harmsworth Shield 
 
Open to members (not senior Citizens) managing up 
to a half size. plot.  
The Criteria:  Imaginative use of the smaller space to 
provide vegetables, flowers, etc. 
 
CLASS 3 - The Roy Marchant Cup 
 
Open to members who are senior citizens (60 or over) 
managing up to a full size plot. 
Criteria as in Class 1. 
 
CLASS 4 - The Colin Smith Cup 
 
Open to members who are senior citizens managing 
up to a half size plot.  Criteria as in Class 2. 
 
Chris Ryder Vase 
 
Please nominate a member of the association on your 
site who you think has helped/advised plot holders in 
the past year 
 
Please complete the entry form on page four by  
1st July 2015 and send it to  
 
Mrs. Rosemary Smith 
15, Dunster Road 
Cheltenham  GL51 0NL  
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Entry Form 
 

Allotment Competition 2015 
 
 
I wish to enter Class  .......................................Name.....................................…………………………… 
 
 
Allotment Site           …………..................................................................   Plot No …………...……….. 
 
 
Address...............……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 
 
Telephone Number   …………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
!……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 


