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******** ******************************************************************************* 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
This meeting will be held on Monday, 
December 2nd 2013 at 7.00pm. in the 
Municipal Offices. 
 
If your site is not represented on the committee, 
please consider being the representative or 
nominating someone else. 
Sites currently represented: 
Alma Road, Asquith, Blacksmith’s Lane, Hatherley 
Road,  Hayden Road 1 and 2, Midwinter, Swindon 
Village, Terry Ashdown,  
 
The tendering process for the mini-tiller, announced in 
the Autumn edition of the newsletter will take place at 
the meeting.  Payment should be by cash or cheque. 
 
If you have any substantial matters you wish to raise, 
please let Claire, our secretary, know in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
THE DOUGLAS TRAPP MEMORIAL COMPETITION 
Judging has taken place . We look forward to making 
the awards at the AGM. 
 
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 2014 
Proposed dates for next year are: 
Monday, March  3rd 
Monday, September 1st 
Monday December 1st    (AGM) 
 
USK GARDEN FESTIVAL VISIT 
Members very much enjoyed the visit on a fine day in 
June.  There were lots of interesting and beautiful 

gardens to see.  Our thanks go to Claire Plowright, 
our Secretary,  for organising this visit. 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Membership subscriptions for 2014 become due on 
1st of January 2014. They are £5.00 for the year. 
Cheques should be made payable to C&DAHA 
Advantages of membership include the seed 
scheme (great savings), 10%discount at Dundry 
Nurseries, insurance giving public liability cover 
related to your plot, the Newsletter four times per 
year and more. 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders who are 
not members of these benefits) 
 
DUNDRY POTATO FESTIVAL 
This will be held on Saturday and Sunday, January 
18th and 19th. This is your opportunity to try new 
varieties in small numbers.   
You can buy one tuber  (or as many as you want) 
selecting from over 100 varieties.  
 
Blight resistant varieties. 
If you wish to grow maincrop for winter storage the 
Sarpo varieties are blight resistant. I have grown 
Sarpo Mira and Sarpo Axona  (both red varieties) for 
a number of years and they have shown full 
resistance when other varieties have succumbed to 
the blight.  
Other recommended varieties (which I have not tried) 
are Blue Danube, Sarpo Gwyn, Sarpo Shona and 
Sarpo Una..  (Ed.). 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER MEETING 
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At this meeting members had a talk and 
demonstration from Jenny Bailey from Stroud. We 
learned about the issues which arise when one is 
involved in the “In Bloom” competition and some of the 
imaginative ways in which vacant spaces can be 
planted up to brighten a town.  Ms. Bailey ended her 
talk with a demonstration of taking cuttings from 
different varieties of plant. 
 
MALVERN AUTUMN SHOW. 
 
Colin and Rosemary Smith designed and set up the 
display stand for the National Allotment Society and 
were awarded second prize in the category for 
societies.  (First prize was won by the Gloucestershire 
Federation of Gardening Societies so Gloucestershire 
did well at the show). Thanks go to those members 
who supplied produce for the stand and helped with 
the stewarding over the two days.  The Spring show 
will be held on Thursday, 8th to Sunday 11th May 2014. 
Go to the website rhs.org.uk and click on SHOWS 
AND EVENTS to find out more details as they are 
developed 
 

 
 

Rosemary and Colin at the National Allotment Society stand 

 
SEED SCHEME 
The seeds should be with us by mid December. The 
main distribution will be Friday, January 3rd at 
Asquith Road Centre 11am  to 2pm subject to the 
weather. 
If you want any seeds for Christmas presents or 
before the January date please give me a ring on 
01242 523740 and we can arrange for you to pick up 
from the house 15 Dunster Road. 

Colin Smith 
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE FEDERATION OF 
GARDENING SOCIETIES. (GFGS) 
The Federation sponsored and organised a schools, 
decorated basket competition at the Malvern Show.  
The baskets were decorated with produce and flowers 
and displayed on the GFGS stand. The students had 
all shown great imagination in their designs. Following 
a public vote of over 1300 visitors to the stand, 
Students from  Mickleton Young Gardeners Club were 
declared the winners.  If you know of a local school 
that might be interested in a future competition please 
let the editor know, giving a contact person. 
 

 
The entry from Belmont School 

 

Go to the GFGS website  www.gfgs.org.uk  for further 
information. 
 
REVISED TENANCY CONTRACT 
Members of your committee have discussed the 
proposed revised contract with representatives of the 
Borough Council. Whereas we questioned some 
aspects of the wording it was pointed out that those 
clauses were based on original legislation and/or 
specific legal requirements.  
 
THE NSALG  
Having raised our subscription fee by 50p to cover our 
increased running costs (especially postage) we have 
been informed that the Association’s Affiliation Fee to 
the National Allotment Society will be raised by 25p 
per member to £2.25 from January 2014. 
 
 
RECIPE     Rhubarb and Custard Cake 
 

http://www.gfgs.org.uk/
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SERVES: 8    TAKES 20 minutes to make + 50 – 55 
minutes to cook. 
 
FOR THE ROASTED RHUBARB 
400g rhubarb, trimmed and cut into chunks 
2 tbsp caster sugar 
2 tbsp orange juice 
 
FOR THE CAKE MIX 
350g unsalted butter 
350g caster sugar 
2 tsp vanilla extract 
6 free range eggs 
350g self raising flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
3 tbsp custard powder (about 25g) 
 
METHOD 
1. Preheat the oven to 180oC/fan 170oC/Gas 4. 
Lightly butter a 20cm cake tin and line the bottom with 
greaseproof paper or a paper cake tin liner. Put the 
rhubarb onto an ovenproof dish.  Add sugar and 
orange juice and roast for 15 minutes. 
2. Meanwhile, beat together the butter, sugar 
and vanilla in a bowl until smooth.  
3. Gradually beat the eggs and a little flour.  
Then add the rest of the flour and the baking powder 
and fold everything together. Spoon half of the batter 
into a bowl and set aside.  
4. Sieve the custard powder over the remaining 
batter and mix.  Spoon half of this batter into a tin, 
then spoon half of the roasted rhubarb on top and 
cover with the rest of the cake mix. 
5. Arrange the remaining rhubarb on top (keep 
the rhubarb juices in a bowl) and bake for 35 – 40 
minutes – cover the top with greaseproof paper to stop 
the cake from going too brown.  Serve the cake with 
rhubarb juices. 
(Thanks to Viv and Ken Lewis) 
 
TAILPIECE 
Continuing the tomato theme, I tried Fantasio this year 
and the plants only developed slight blight very late 
on.  However most other members  
had little or no blight so I am unable to confirm the 
blight resistant properties of this variety this year. 
Re-cycle Plant Pots and Trays  (Repeat reminder) 

You can re-cycle your unwanted, undamaged plant 
pots and trays at Dundry Nurseries 
 
IN THE NEWS 
Avid readers of the Gloucestershire Echo will have 
seen that two of our members have been featured 
recently.  Rosemary and Colin Smith and their 
allotments were featured during National Allotment 
Week.   
Earlier, Ken Lewis (a frequent winner in both the 
Borough Council and the Allotment Association 
allotment competitions) was the subject of a feature 
article.  If you know (or are) a great gardener let the 
Echo know (features@glosmedia.co.uk) and they will 
follow up your recommendation. 
Congratulations to the Butterfly Garden led by Chris 
Evans at Dundry Nurseries for coming first in the 
national awards scheme “Telegraph Gardening 
Against the Odds” 
 
REMINDER 
Don’t forget the Annual General Meeting.  Come and 
hear what your committee has been doing, witness 
the awards being made, elect the new committee and 
suggest events for future meetings. 
 
 
Dennis Sutton (Editor) Address and telephone 
number above,  
Email: densutton@madasafish.com 
November  14th  2013 
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2014 

 
TO: Mr. Colin Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
 
Please find enclosed £5.00 to renew my membership subscription for 2014 

 
Name:…………………………………………………………………….….(Please print) 

 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
………………………………………………………………...Postcode…………………….. 

 
Email address:……………………………………………….Tel:…………………………….. 

 
Allotment Site:…………………………………………………….. Plot No:………………..  

 
 
Advantages of membership include the seed scheme (great savings), 10%discount at Dundry Nurseries, insurance 
giving public liability cover related to your plot, the Newsletter four times per year and more. 
Your interests represented in discussions With Cheltenham Borough Council 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders who are not members of these benefits) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


