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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 
 

President: Christine Ryder Affiliated to the National Allotment 
(Mayor) Society and the Gloucestershire 
 Federation of Gardening Societies. 
 

NEWSLETTER  Winter 2016 
 

CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt, 6 Arle Close, Cheltenham GL51 8JZ. Tel: 01242 230609 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs D M Ashdown, 20 Cromwell Road, Cheltenham GL52 5DW. Tel: 582008 
SECRETARY: Vacancy 
TREASURER: Mr C A Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham GL51 0NL. Tel: 01242 523740 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Ms K Smith, 15 Alma Close, Cheltenham GL51 3NA. Tel: 01242 257718  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

CDAHA Annual General Meeting 
 
Monday, December 5th 2016 at 7pm in the 
Municipal Offices 
 
The 40th Annual General Meeting will be held at 7pm 
on Monday, December 5th 2016 at the Municipal 
Offices, Promenade, Cheltenham. All members are 
invited to attend. 
 

Agenda 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the 39th Annual General Meeting 

held on 7th December 2015 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
4. President’s Address Mrs Chris Ryder 
5. Chairman’s Report Mr Michael Hunt 
6. Secretary’s Report (to be covered by the 

chairman) 
7. Treasurer’s Report Mr Colin Smith 
8. Election of Officers, Committee Members and 

Auditor 
9. Presentation of the Chris Ryder award 
10. Any Other business 
11. Questions and Open Discussion; members’ 

chance to raise issues they consider 
important 

12. Refreshments. You are invited to stay for 
refreshments and meet the committee and 
fellow members of the Association. 

 
Raffle tickets will be on sale at the meeting. 
 
 

Website Password 

The new password for access to the members’ area 
of our website is Timperley 
 
Membership Subscriptions 
Membership subscriptions for 2017 become due on 
1st of January 2017. The subscription is £6 for the 
year.  
 
Advantages of membership include:  
• The seed scheme (savings of approx. 40%),  
• 10% discount at: 

o Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane, 
o Cleeve Supplies, Tobyfield Rd, 
o Mobile chiropodist, Tel: 07713209729  

• insurance giving public liability cover related 
to your plot,  

• a Newsletter four times per year 
• Three meetings per year – two with guest 

speakers 
 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders who are 
not members of these benefits). 
 

Vacancy  
The Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ 
Association is looking for a new secretary. If you 
would be interested in taking on this role as Acting 
Secretary with a view to being elected at the AGM in 
December please contact Chairman, Mike Hunt, 6 
Arle Close Cheltenham GL51 8JZ Tel: 01242 230609. 
 
 
 

www.cheltenhamallotments.org 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
C&DAHA Meetings for 2017 
Monday March 6th – Details to be announced (TBA) 
Monday September 4th – Details TBA 
Monday December 4th – Annual General Meeting 
 
All meeting start at 7pm and are held at the Municipal 
Offices, Promenade, Cheltenham. All members are 
invited to attend. 
 
Potato Festival 
January 21st and 22nd 2017, 9am – 4pm 
Dundry Nurseries Potato Festival. The potato list is 
available now on their website. Members are entitled 
to 10% discount, so do remember to take your 
membership card. 
 
This is a chance to try out new varieties, you can buy 
one tuber or as many as you like.  
 
The C&DAHA will have a stand at the Potato Festival, 
so please do call at our stand. 
 
Note: If you have a yellow 2017 C&DAHA 
membership card, please can you alter the date to 
January 21st and 22nd. 
 
Cheltenham Horticultural Society (CHS) Spring 
Show 2017 
This show is held on Sunday 2nd April 2017 at Pittville 
Pump Room. There are a number of open classes, 
those that may be of particular interest to our 
members are: 
 
Section H – Vegetables (open) 
 
100. Three stems of Forced Rhubarb 
101. One Winter Vegetable 
102. Three Winter Vegetables 
103. 1 full sized Seed Tray (not modular) of 

pricked-out Vegetable/Salad Plants 
 
There are also open classes in Section A (Daffodils), 
Section D (Floral Art) and Section E (Junior Exhibits). 
 
The full schedule can be found on the CHS website 
cheltenhamhorticultural.co.uk 
 
 

RHS Malvern Spring Festival 
This show will be held from the 11th to 14th May 2017 
 
Email addresses 
If you are a new email user or have changed your 
email address, please let me know. This ensures you 
receive this quarterly newsletter promptly as well as 
the occasional bulletin of topical news. Please notify 
changes to newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org 
 
Information on the Internet 
A website that contains a wealth of information about 
allotments. Visit http://www.allaboutallotments.co.uk/ 
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Kate’s Allotment – Autumn/Winter 
 
So I find myself coming to the end of the year, the 
allotment is winding down, what lessons shall I take 
into next year. Well here are a few thoughts. 

 
Sweet corn did very well, but because September was 
so hot, it went over very quickly. In 2015 I tried 
freezing cobs, but however they were cooked my 
husband wasn’t keen. I think next year I will only grow 
½ a bed, I think this will give us cobs that we can eat 
fresh and while they are at their best. 

 
I grew three sorts of sweet potato (Bonita, Beauregard 
and Burgundy), you can see in the picture they grew 
lots of leaves, the tubers were nice, but rather small, 
and with Burgundy, very few. These varieties were 
recommended as suitable for growing outside in the 
UK, but I think next year I might try ‘T65’ and ‘Georgia 
Jet’ which are apparently particularly suited to our 
climate. 
 

 
This year I grew onions from seed, the variety is 
santero, here they are finishing drying off in the 

greenhouse. They did really well and none bolted and 
they are storing very well so far. I’ve grown Senshyu 
Yellow from seed this autumn and planted them out to 
over winter. Growing from seed rather than sets 
seems to work well for me – or at least, it did this year 
J. 
 
On the other hand, shallots didn’t do at all well this 
year for me, whether grown from seed or sets, I 
ended up with about a dozen bulbs that could be 
eaten the rest went soft before they were even ready 
to harvest L. 
 

 
I was very pleased with the butternut squash (Metro 
PMR F1) I grew, I got 12 from three plants and they 
are all between 800gm and 1.8kg. We’ve eaten two 
so far and they seem a very good flavour. 
 

 
I grew these brassicas under net over the summer, 
though I managed to keep the pesky butterflies off, 
they were ravaged by whitefly. I thought they would 
be only fit to pull up and chop up for the compost bin. 
However, now we’ve had a bit of cold weather and 
some rain I notice the two Brussel sprout plants on 
the right are starting to form some rather nice sprouts, 
the flower sprouts (in the middle) are starting to re-
sprout and the kale on the left is producing some nice 
fresh growth which is reasonably free of whitefly. I 
decided I shall stake them and leave them to grow. 
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These are my last carrots of the year, having failed so 
dismally to grow them earlier in the year, from mid-
August, we had really lovely carrots, not always the 
prettiest – but wonderful flavour. These were dug in 
November. 
 

 
So time to prepare for winter, I’ve put some pigeon 
netting over savoy cabbage, red kale and a Brussel 
sprout called Cromwell.  

 
Look closely and you can just see broad beans 
starting to grow. 

 
Time to check and tidy everything away and get my 
seed order in for next year. 
 

 
This is my winter experiment, I’m growing ‘Winter 
Tares’ as a green manure to see if I think it improves 
the soils condition and fertility.  
 
Cultivation Tips 
 
If you have bindweed, (and let’s face most allotments 
do) get a 2 litre water/pop bottle, cut top & base off 
leaving a sleeve effect. 
 
Push one end into soil next to any plant that it has 
climbed up, unfurl bindweed and push down into 
sleeve then put roundup weed killer in there, then wait 
until bindweed dies right down to the roots, you may 
have to do this several times if bindweed is in more 
than one area. (From Cynthia Jones). 
 
Recipe 
 
Butternut Squash Risotto 
 
This is one of my favourite risottos, it comes from 
‘Prue’s New Country Cooking’, by Prue Coats. 
 
SERVES 4 
 
1 butternut squash, peeled and chopped into 1” 
(2.5cm) cubes 
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2 shallots, peeled and finely chopped (I usually use 4 
for 2 of us unless they are very large as I like shallots) 
2 Cloves garlic, peeled and chopped 
4 tablespoons olive oil 
350g/12oz Arborio Rice 
600ml/1pt vegetable or chicken stock 
75gm/3oz chopped cooked chicken (optional) 
salt and pepper 
parmesan cheese 
basil 
 
Coat the squash pieces with olive oil and spread over 
an oven proof dish (I usually spray a baking tray with 
oil, spread the squash over it, then spray the squash 
pieces). Place in a pre-heated oven at 
200°C/400°F/Gas Mark 6 for about 30 minutes or until 
brown and caramelised.  
 
Meanwhile soften the shallots and garlic in 2 
tablespoons of oil in a large, deep frying pan or sauté 
dish (I use one that has a lid). Tip in the rice and coat 
well with oil the pour in a ladle of stock at a time 
stirring constantly (I don’t do this, I pour in all the 
stock, then bring to the boil and simmer with the lid on 
the pan for 20 minutes, I take of the lid for the last 5 
minutes if necessary to let any excess moisture 
evaporate). When the rice is soft but still ‘al dente’ turn 
off the heat. Stir in the squash cubes and chopped 
chicken if used, sprinkle with parmesan and torn basil 
leaves.  
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THE C&DAHA ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 2017 
 
There are four classes in this competition.      Members should enter only one class 
 
CLASS 1.  Douglas Trapp Memorial Cup. Open to members (not senior citizens) managing a full-size plot,  
The Criteria:  The traditional allotment plot, a good variety of vegetables and flowers, good pest control, weed control, 
compost heap(s) and water storage.  
CLASS 2.  Sir Harold Harmsworth Shield.    Open to members (not senior Citizens) managing a plot up to half size.   
The Criteria:  Imaginative use of the smaller space to provide vegetables, flowers, etc. 
 
CLASS 3.  The Roy Marchant Cup      Open to members who are senior citizens (60 or over) managing a full-
size plot. Criteria as in Class 1. 
CLASS 4.  The Colin Smith Cup       Open to members who are senior citizens managing up to half a plot.  
Criteria as in Class 2. 
 
CHRIS RYDER VASE. 
Please nominate a member of the association on your site who you think has helped/advised plot holders in the past year 
 
Please complete the entry form below and send it to Rosemary Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, Glos, 
GL510NL by APRIL 26TH 2015 
 

************************* 
Entry Form 
 

ALLOTMENT COMPETITION 2017 
 
I wish to enter Class  ..................................................... Name.....................................………………………………….. 
 
Allotment Site………….........................................................................................................Plot No …………...……….. 
 
Address...............………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Email address:……………………………………………………………………….Telephone Number……………………… 
 
"……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2017 
 
To: Mr. Colin Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
Please find enclosed £6.00 to renew my membership for 2016 (Please make cheques payable to (C&DAHA). 
 
Name..………………………………………………………………………………………….………… (Please print) 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode……………………………………. 
 
Email address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Allotment site………………………………………………………………………………Plot No………………………………. 


