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******** ******************************************************************************* 
 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
Monday, September 1st at 7.00pm in the Municipal 
Offices. 

An illustrated talk by Brian Keys 
Wild Gardeners from William Robinson to 

Piet Oudolf. 
The slide show begins with William Robinson the 
father of Wild Gardening. 
He published several books and magazines promoting 
the more naturalistic style of gardening and in 1884, he 
purchased Gravetye Manor in Sussex to develop a 
garden of his own, he lived there until his death in 
1935. 
We visit Gravetye Manor today (2012) to see the 35 
acres of garden surrounding the Manor, including an 
impressive walled garden growing vegetables and cut 
flowers for the current owner’s hotel, whose intentions 
have always been to remain faithful to William 
Robinson’s vision of Gravetye. 
Next we visit six gardens by modern day Wild 
Gardeners, to see the Robinson influence today. 
Starting with John Brooke’s garden, Denman’s, then 
on to The Garden House, Devon and showing the 
influence that Keith Wiley had there. Two private 
gardens in Herefordshire designed by Tom Stuart 
Smith are next, followed by Laura Gatacre’s garden 
in the Netherlands. De Wiersse. A 16 ha garden of a 
country house, surrounded by 32 ha of parkland, a 
demesne in the centre of the estate. Then finally 
Scampston Hall in Yorkshire, one of the renowned 
Dutch plantsman and designer, Piet Oudolf’s finest 
gardens, in his well-known prairie/ naturalistic style. 
The slide show ends with a few pictures of wild or 
natural style gardens that I have been involved with 
helping to develop. 
Members are very welcome to bring friends 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014 
Monday, December 1st in the Municipal Offices. 
The agenda for the meeting accompanies this 
newsletter. Please bring it to the meeting. 
The committee aims to have all major sites 
represented. Currently the following sites have a 
representative on the committee: Alma Road, Asquith 
Road, Blacksmith’s Lane, Hatherley Road, Midwinter, 
Swindon village, Terry Ashdown. 
If your site is not represented and you would like to join 
the committee please contact any of the officers listed 
above either before or at the meeting. 
 
SEED SCHEME 2014 
In order to keep costs down committee members will 
deliver he catalogue to your allotment shed (if you 
have one) or to your home address if you have a plot 
on one of the following sites: Alma Road, Midwinter, 
Hayden Road, Terry Ashdown, Asquith Road, 
Hathereley Road and Warden Hill. HOWEVER, Plot 
holders on the Reddings Road, Road and sites and all 
other members please contact Mr. Colin Smith and 
arrangements will be made for you to receive your 
catalogue. The order form and summary sheet are 
included with the catalogue. 
If you do not receive a copy and wish to order 
seeds, please send postage stamps to the value of 
£1.00 to Mr. C. Smith, 15, Dunster Road, 
Cheltenham, GL51 0NL. 
(See page 4 of this newsletter for further details and 
how to place an order). 
If you have not received a seed catalogue by 
September 30th please contact Colin 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Membership subscriptions for 2015 become due on 1st 
of January 2015. The subscription is £5.00 for the 
year. Members may, if they wish, include their 
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payment with the seed order by adding an additional 
£5.00 to the summary sheet and their cheque/postal 
order. A renewal form is available on page 4. 
 
Advantages of membership include the seed 
scheme (savings of approx.40%), 10%discount at 
Dundry Nurseries, insurance giving public liability 
cover related to your plot, the Newsletter four 
times per year and more. 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders who are not 
members of these benefits) 
 
THE C&DAHA WEBSITE 
Although a website was established there has been 
little activity. The website is being re-designed by one 
of our members with a view to attracting more visitors. 
 
MALVERN AUTUMN SHOW 
The Autumn show is on September 27th and 28th 
2014 
 
COMMITTEE NEWS 
Representatives of the committee met with Fiona 
Warin and Adam Reynolds of Cheltenham Borough 
Council to discus a range of issues. This gave an 
opportunity to exchange and confirm information. Most 
of the issues were routine on this occasion but a few 
items of more general interest are listed below. 
Following the local elections Chris Coleman is the 
cabinet member for The Clean and Green 
Environment (which includes allotments). Mike 
Redman is the officer responsible for the Built 
Environment. If allotment holders wished to feed views 
into the local plan their submission should be sent to 
Mike Redman. Fiona and Adam were not aware of 
plans to increase allotment rents beyond inflation (as is 
the case for other recreational services). The access 
issues to the proposed allotment development at 
Priors Farm have not yet been resolved. 
 
The Association had an information stand at the 
GREEN FAIR held at St. Andrews Church on August 
9th 
 
We also had a stand at the Cheltenham Horticultural 
Society Show on August 17th. 
Following our participation in the vegetable class in the 
Cheltenham Horticultural Society Show we have been 
invited to have a display at both of their shows next 
year. CHS told us that our members’ participation in 
the vegetable section added greatly to their show and 
our members are invited to participate in future shows. 

The committee invites C&DAHA members to enter 
vegetables in the open classes in both the spring and 
autumn shows of the Cheltenham Horticultural Society. 
The next show is on March 29th 2015. 
 
Possible categories for this show are: 
Sprouts, Leeks, Parsnips, Celeriac, Kale, Rhubarb 
(forced), Radishes, Lettuce, 
Potatoes from store, Winter grown garlic, Winter grown 
onions Chard, Spinach, a Tray of Vegetables. Plan 
now for your entries in this show. (and the following 
show in August 2015) 
 
DUNDRY POTATO FESTIVAL 
This will be held .on Saturday and Sunday, January 
17th and 18th 2015. Put the date in your diary. For 
members who do not know about it, this is your 
opportunity to try new varieties in small numbers. You 
can buy one tuber (or as many as you want) selecting 
from over 100 varieties. 
 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL 
At the risk of being boring I, again, am encouraging 
those members who have email but have not given it 
to Colin to do so. Matters arise which cannot wait until 
the next newsletter; if you are on my list you can 
receive such news while it is still hot. (Ed). 
 
THE ALLOTMENT COMPETITIONS 
Judging has taken place. Awards will be made at the 
AGM 
 
INSPIRING FAMILIES PROJECT 
Inspiring Families supports families and communities 
across Cheltenham to help them reach their goals and 
aspirations. We are looking to match young people or 
parents with an allotment holder who wouldn’t mind an 
extra pair of hands around their allotment. We have 
several young boys in particular who love digging and 
take a lot of pride in growing but do not have the space 
or resources to do so at home. Having a peaceful 
allotment where they could contribute but also learn 
new skills would be really beneficial to many of young 
people/families we support. Young people will always 
be supervised by an adult and we are happy for visits 
to be a one-off or part of an ongoing arrangement. 
There will be no obligation to carry on an arrangement 
if the allotment holder does not feel any sort of 
arrangement is working for them. The school holidays 
can be tough for parents to budget for so we also 
provide veg boxes to families across Cheltenham 
throughout holidays to help parents provide their 
children with the nutrition they need. We are always 
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happy to accept any unwanted fruit or veg donations to 
put in the boxes. If this is something you would like to 
like to find out more information or you could offer 
some helpful advice to our budding gardeners about 
allotment work, please call Ami Lavery on 01242 
775172 or email inspiringfamilies@cheltenham.gov.uk 
You can also find us on Facebook at: 
Inspiringfamilieschelt 
Members are invited to support this scheme if they feel 
able to. 
 
GREENER GLOUCESTERSHIRE FESTIVAL 
September 20th 2014 at the Park Campus, 
University of Gloucestershire 
 
Greener Gloucestershire Festival intends to... 
 
• be a fun introduction to the many community groups 
and businesses in Gloucestershire working to make 
the county a better place to live and work. 
• engage people, especially children, in what 
sustainability means 
• open up the university grounds and buildings to the 
public, in order to ground our university within it’s local 
community 
• engage students from the outset of their university 
career in the vibrant sustainability scene in 
Gloucestershire! 
If you are interested and free please go along. 
 
FOR SALE 
Octagonal shaped green coated Greenhouse 
Complete with staging and a paraffin heater Buyer to 
dismantle and remove from site. £50 00 Please ring 
Colin on 01242 523740. 
 
TAPE SEEDS 
This year I tried some carrot seeds on a tape. I was 
delighted with the results. They all germinate at the 
same time and were very easy to harvest as all the 
same size and shape. You will see them this year in 
the Kings Seed catalogue and I am going to try 
Tomatoes and the parsnips. (Colin Smith) 
 
PLANTING FOR WINTER/SPRING CROPS 
Advice from the NAS magazine. 
September 
Sow spring cabbage, oriental vegetables, winter 
lettuce, winter radish, salad leaves and winter 
Spinach. 
Plant overwintering onion sets, garlic and spring 
cabbage plants. 

October 
Sow broad beans and round seeded peas. 
Plant out broad beans started off in September 
 
MANURE –free to collectors 
Well-rotted manure is available in Prestbury. Call 0784 
026 3379 for arrangements to collect. 
 
A STING IN THE TAIL 
A Chilli Pepper up to 570 times stronger than a 
jalapeno chilli is now being sold by Tesco. The pepper 
is so hot it has a special warning on the packet. The 
Trinidad Scorpion weighs in at 1.2 million Scoville units 
(unofficial measure of chilli heat), with some hitting 2 
million (Jalapeno measures around 3,200 Scovilles). It 
is grown by chilli supremo Salv Genovese at Sandy in 
Bedfordshire. Salv is reported to have said that the 
Trinidad Scorpion may be too hot for the UK so feed 
back is needed to decide whether to grow more or not. 
Experts advise only the smallest amount is needed 
and users must wash their hands thoroughly , 
especially BEFORE going to the toilet!! 
Trinidad scorpion is in 235 stores and costs £1 per 
packet of 2-3 fruit. (I shall not be looking out for it! Ed.). 
(Thanks to Chaz Pearce). 
 
Some of you will remember Bernard Miles the actor 
and comedian. One of his gardening-related items 
which I found amusing many years ago went as 
follows : 
 
Fred was working in his garden on Sunday morning 
when the vicar came along. 
Vicar; “Good morning Fred. Your garden looks lovely. 
It’s wonderful what God and man can achieve 
together” 
Fred : “Aye vicar, but you should a’ seen it when God 
‘ad it on his own”. 
 
Dennis Sutton.(Editor) 
Email: densutton@madasafish.com 
August 22nd 2014 
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If you are a new member or have used the seed scheme in the last few years you should receive a copy of the 
catalogue either in your allotment shed or at your home address including:  
 
1. SEED CATALOGUE.  2.ORDER FORM  3. SUMMARY SHEET - COLOURED  
If you have ordered seeds in the last few years and you have not received the above please call Mr. Colin Smith on 
01242 523 740. Our seed scheme, which is operated in conjunction with the National Society of Allotment and 
Leisure Gardeners Ltd. and Kings Seeds, offers good quality seeds at very favourable prices compared with Garden 
Centres and other retailers. Kings seeds are one of the largest seed companies in the UK and also supply seeds to a 
large sector of the commercial market. 
Again this year we are taking advantage of the option provided by the suppliers under which they make up 
individual member’s orders prior to despatching the bulk order to us. The charge for this service is £1 which 
is already entered on the Summary Sheet. Please do not forget to add it in when calculating the total amount 
on the summary sheet.  
The closing date for receipt of Seed Scheme orders is SUNDAY, 2ND NOVEMBER 2014  
 
This year FRUIT BUSHES AND ASPARAGUS are to be ordered on the same sheet as the seeds. Delivery of 
these will be to your home address in March, weather permitting. 
Seeds will be available late December and if they are required at that time please contact Colin Smith. Normal 
distribution will be in January. 
Late orders for seeds etc. can be accepted but must be accompanied by an additional £3 to cover postage.  
 
All you have to do is enter your requirements on the order form enclosed with the catalogue, total the value of your 
order, complete your details on the summary form and return it with your remittance to:  
MR COLIN SMITH, LINARA, 15 DUNSTER ROAD, CHELTENHAM,GL51 0NL. PLEASE DO NOT SEND TO 
E.W.KING AND CO. YOU SHOULD RETAIN THE CATALOGUE AND SEND ONLY THE ORDER FORM AND 
REMITTANCE TO COLIN SMITH. 
 
You may ignore the part on the order form which asks for your membership number which is intended for 
Societies/Associations and not individual members.  
Please check with your catalogue and order form that you have ordered what you actually intended to order before 
sending your form. Your catalogue enables you to check your order on you receipt of your seeds/plants. Pease keep 
it safely.  
 
Please complete your order form(s) and the COLOURED Summary Sheet and return them to Colin Smith 
together with your total remittance no later than SUNDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2014  
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to C & DAHA and do not send cash through the post.  
PLEASE DO NOT ORDER SEED POTATOES FROM THIS CATALOGUE AS WE WILL NOT ACCEPT THEM. You 
will get a better deal at the Dundry Potato Festival (See earlier item). 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2015 
TO: Mr. Colin Smith, 15, Dunster Road, Cheltenham, GL51 0NL 
Please find enclosed £5.00 to renew my membership subscription for 2015 
(Please make cheques/postal orders payable to C & DAHA)  
 
Name:…………………………………………………………………….….(Please print) 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………...Postcode…………………….. 
 
Email address:……………………………………………….Tel:…………………………….. 
 
Allotment Site:…………………………………………………….. Plot No:………………..  
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THE CHELTENHAM AND DISTRICT ALLOTMENT HOLDERS’ 

ASSOCIATION 
 

The 37th Annual General Meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Monday, December 1st 2014 at the 
Municipal Offices, Promenade, Cheltenham. All members are invited to attend. 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
2. Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting held on December 2nd 2013 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
 
4. President’s Address Mrs. Chris Ryder 
 
5. Chairman’s Report Mr. Michael Hunt 
 
6. Secretary’s Report Mrs Ros Boase 
 
7. Treasurer’s Report Mr. Colin Smith. 
 
8. Election of Officers, Committee Members and Auditor 
 
9. Competition awards; presentation of cups and certificates 
 
10. Questions and Open Discussion; members’ chance to raise issues they consider important 
 
11. Any Other business 
 
12. Refreshments. You are invited to stay for refreshments and meet the committee and fellow 

members of the Association. 
 
Mrs.Ros Boase. 
Secretary   August 20th 2014 
 
Note: Please see the request in the accompanying newsletter for more committee members to represent allotment 
sites and share the work of the committee 
 


