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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 

 

 

President: Alderman Christine Ryder Affiliated to the National Allotment 

 Society and the Gloucestershire 

www.cheltenhamallotments.org Federation of Gardening Societies. 
 

NEWSLETTER  Autumn 2024 
 

CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt, 6 Arle Close, Cheltenham GL51 8JZ. Tel: 01242 230609 
VICE-CHAIRMAN & NEWSLETTER (temporary): Mrs D M Ashdown, 20 Cromwell Road, Cheltenham GL52 5DW. Tel: 
01242 582008 
SECRETARY: Ms Layla Avaron, Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message) 
SEED SCHEME: Mr C A Smith, 15 Dunster Road, Cheltenham GL51 0NL. Tel: 01242 523740 
TREASURER & MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Ms K Smith, 15 Alma Close, Cheltenham GL51 3NA. Tel: 07903 653134 
 
Following the AGM, the current committee members are: 
 
Chris Ryder, President 
Midwinter 
Michael Hunt 
Diana Ashdown 
Layla Avaron 
Claire Plowright 
 
Terry Ashdown 
Colin Smith 
Rosemary Smith 
 
Asquith Road 
Dennis Sutton 
Alex Robinson 

 
 
Alma Road 
Kate Smith 
 
Swindon Village 
Chaz Pearce 
 
Hall Road 
Phil James 
 
All Saints 
Diana Hale 

 

CALLING ALL MEMBERS 
Please consider joining the committee to help the Association continue into the future, so we are there ready with the 
backing of the National Society to fight for our allotments when developers think it is good land to build on. 
Over the years we have saved 2 sites from developers and bargained with the Council for security fencing and better 
water supplies. 
This can’t be done without a committee, one effect you will have already noticed is the newsletter reduced to 
information only. 
Request for Committee members 
The current C&DAHA committee does not have representatives from all of the allotment sites in Cheltenham and the 
surrounding districts. We would like to have people on the committee from every site so that we can fully represent 
the views of our members. The committee meets for about 2 hours 4 times a year. If you could spare that amount of 
time, please let one of the members listed at the top of the page know. We need members from the following sites: 
Blacksmiths Lane, Reddings Road, Hatherley Road, Croft, Warden Hill, Severn Road, Hayden Road, 
Ryeworth Road including Haver, Bishops Cleeve Tithe Barn. 
 
Now that the previous newsletter editor has taken over as Treasurer, we still need someone (or a team) to take on 
the job. The newsletter is an essential means of communication for the Association and the pictures, recipes etc. 
make it an enjoyable read. In the meantime, it will just be basic information. 
 
If anyone is willing to take on the role of Newsletter Editor, please contact Kate by email: 
ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com or phone: 07903 653134. Kate is happy to continue distributing the Newsletter to 
the membership and to give assistance in getting started with writing it. 

http://www.cheltenhamallotments.org/
mailto:ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com
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C&DAHA Autumn Meeting 
Monday September 2nd – David Cropp, Defensive Gardening at a Time of Climate Change 
Gardening tips to combat climate change for the allotment gardener. 
 
David retired from teaching about 15 years ago. He trained as an RHS gardener at Pershore and is the author of ‘The 
Lost Gardener: Thomas W.Sanders 1855 – 1926, Martley, Worcestershire’. 
 
This meeting will be held in the Exmouth Arms, Bath Road, Cheltenham, starting at 7 pm. All members are invited to 
attend. Parking at Bath Terrace car park is free after 6pm. 
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale, to be drawn at the end of the meeting. 
 

Membership Advantages Include: 
• The Seed Scheme (savings of approx. 40%) 

• 10% discount at Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane, 

• 10% discount at Valley Roundabout Nurseries, Badgeworth Road, on production of membership card. 

• insurance giving public liability cover related to your plot and allotment related shows/events you attend, 

• a Newsletter four times per year, 

• online access to the National Allotment Society quarterly magazine ‘Allotment and Leisure Gardener, 

• National Allotment Society Newsletter four times per year, 

• Three or four meetings per year – two with a guest speaker. 
 

(Please inform your neighbour plot holders, who are not members, of these benefits). 
 

Website Passwords 
C&DAHA Website 
The new password for access to the members’ area of our website is Toddler a variety of tomato 
 

National Allotment Society Website (thenas.org.uk) 
You will notice that the National Allotment Society has a new website, you can still log into the members area using 
the username and password below, you can now also create your own account, click on ‘Forgot your username and/or 
password’, you will be requested to enter your email address (it must be the one registered with our membership 
secretary), an email will be generated requesting you to set up a password. Once you have done this, you can log in 
to the site using your email address and password. If you have any problems with this please contact Kate Smith, 
ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com 
 
The Username is: s448b 
Password: 1848327 
If you log into the members area of the NAS website, you can read the latest edition of the NAS quarterly magazine 
‘Allotment and Leisure Gardener’. 
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/members-area/the-allotment-and-leisure-gardener-magazine/ 
 
Facebook 
Follow us on Facebook, look us up under ‘Cheltenham & District Allotment Holders Association’, here is a link. 
 

Information on the Internet 
Visit http://www.allaboutallotments.co.uk/, this website contains a wealth of information about allotments. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/members-area/the-allotment-and-leisure-gardener-magazine/
https://www.facebook.com/Cheltenham-District-Allotment-Holders-Association-780208505375578/
http://www.allaboutallotments.co.uk/
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Email addresses 
If you are a new email user or have changed your email address, please let Kate Smith know. This ensures you 
receive this quarterly newsletter promptly as well as the occasional bulletin of topical news. Please notify changes to 
newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org 
 

Allotmenteers Liability Insurance 
Allotmenteer Liability Insurance is provided by the National Allotment Society as part of our association’s affiliation to 
them. Details of the insurance cover can be found here: https://www.nsalg.org.uk/join-us/allotmenteers-liability-
insurance/ , please note that members details are only passed to the insurer in the event of a claim. 
 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
C&DAHA Meetings for 2024 
Monday December 2nd – Annual General Meeting 
This meeting will be held in Exmouth Arms, Bath Road, Cheltenham, starting at 7 pm. All members are invited to attend. 
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale, to be drawn at the end of the meeting. 
 
Other Forthcoming Events 
The Reddings & District Community Association Horticultural Show and Fete 
Saturday 31st August 2024, The Reddings Community Centre, North Road West, The Reddings. Doors open at 2pm. 
Schedules and entry forms, can be found on the Reddings Community Centre website: 
https://www.reddingscommunitycentre.org.uk/news-events/  

 
GFGS Open Chrysanthemum & Dahlia Show 2024 
Sunday 15th September 2024, 1.00 – 4.00pm, at Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane. The schedule can be found on 
the Gloucestershire Federation of Gardening Societies (GFGS) website. https://www.gfgs.org.uk/ 

 
Check the Gloucestershire Federation of Gardening Societies (GFGS) website. https://www.gfgs.org.uk/ for further 
information on open gardens, other shows and visits. 
 

Relevant Suppliers 
Garden Essentials 
Food Loose in Cheltenham sells plastic free gardening items. Currently they keep seaweed fertiliser. You can find 
them at 15 Grosvenor Terrace, Cheltenham, GL52 2SA Tel: 01242 894700. Their website is 
https://foodloose.tillex.co.uk 
Gardening Gloves 
For gardening gloves and hand care products, have a look at www.lovelyhands.co.uk, Claire Wiseman is based in 
Cheltenham and runs ‘Lovely Hands’ as an on-line business. 
Soil Testing 
Safe Soil UK offer a range of soil testing services from basic fertility to tests for various types of contaminants as 
shown on their website: www.safesoil.co.uk. You can contact them through their website, or phone Robert Galster on 
07795 486 409 or email him at rgalster@safesoil.co.uk 
Horticultural Supplies 
For mushroom, other composts and bulk supplies try Shurdington Nurseries: Tel: 01242 863738 
https://www.shurdingtonnurseries.co.uk/ they are a family run business, if you can’t find what you are looking for 
on their website, phone them and ask as their website generally doesn’t show everything they sell. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/join-us/allotmenteers-liability-insurance/
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/join-us/allotmenteers-liability-insurance/
https://www.reddingscommunitycentre.org.uk/news-events/
https://www.gfgs.org.uk/
https://foodloose.tillex.co.uk/
http://www.lovelyhands.co.uk/
http://www.safesoil.co.uk/
mailto:rgalster@safesoil.co.uk
https://www.shurdingtonnurseries.co.uk/
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Allotments Week Event, Sunday 18th August, held at Midwinter Allotments 
On Sunday the 18th of August an open afternoon was held at the Douglas Trapp Memorial Garden on Midwinter 
Allotments. It was a beautiful sunny day and around 50 people came along to enjoy cake, cream teas, sausage rolls, 
tea, coffee, and other soft drinks. We also had music provided by Jeremy Johnston accompanied by one of his 
colleagues. Here are a few photos from the event:  
 

 
Tea/coffee/soft drinks bar waiting for visitors to arrive. 
 

 
Members enjoying cake, cream teas, and music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our entertainers for the afternoon.  
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Seed Scheme 2024 – 2025 
 

If you are a new member, or have used the seed scheme before, an order pack will normally be delivered to you by 
volunteers. Please ensure that your allotment plot has a clearly visible number as this will help with delivery of your 
pack. The pack comprises the Kings Seeds catalogue, an order form, a coloured Summary Sheet and a membership 
joining/renewal form. If you have not received your pack by 30th September, please call Mr Colin Smith on 01242 
523740. 
 
Our seed scheme, which is operated in conjunction with the National Allotment Society and Kings Seeds, offers good 
quality seeds at very favourable prices compared with garden centres and other retailers. Kings Seeds are one of the 
largest seed companies in the UK and also supplies seeds to a large sector of the commercial market. 
 
Kings Seeds make up individual member’s orders prior to despatching the bulk order to us, they charge £1.65 for this 
service, which is already entered on the Summary Sheet. Please do not forget to add it in when calculating the total 
amount on the Summary Sheet. Please ensure you include your home address on the Kings Seeds Order Form. 
 
You should ignore the part of the order form which asks for your membership number as this is intended for Societies 
or Associations and not individual members. 
 
Please do not order seed potatoes from this catalogue as we will not accept them. You will get a better deal at 
Dundry Nurseries. 
 
As before, fruit bushes and asparagus are ordered on the same sheet as the seeds. Delivery of these will be to your 
home address in March, weather permitting. Please ensure you include your home address on the Kings Seed Order 
Form and the delivery charge of £3.75. 
 
Please complete your Kings Seeds Order Form, the coloured Summary Sheet and the Membership Form and return 
them together with your remittance no later than Friday 18th October, 2024, to: Mr Colin Smith, 15 Dunster Rd, 
Cheltenham, GL51 0NL. Please do not send to E W King & Co.  
 
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to “C&DAHA” and do not send cash through the post. You can also pay 
by bank transfer to: The Cheltenhm & Dstrct Alltmnt Hldrs Ass, Sort code: 08 92 99 Account No: 65189063, Reference 
‘Seeds 2024’. 
 
Late orders for seeds etc. can be accepted but must be accompanied by an additional £3 to cover postage. 
 
Seed collection will be from the AGM on Monday 2nd December 2024 or from C&DAHA HQ in Asquith Road on 
Saturday 7th December 2024 between 12pm and 4pm or by arrangement with Colin Smith 01242 523740. Please 
ensure you indicate your collection choice on the Seed Summary Sheet. 
 
You should retain the catalogue and send only the order form, summary sheet and remittance to Colin Smith. 
 
Please check with your catalogue and order form that you have ordered what you actually intended to order before 
sending your form. Please either take a copy of your order form or keep a list of what you have ordered or mark what 
you have ordered in your catalogue. Please keep them safely as this enables you to check your order on receipt of 
your seeds/plants. 
 
If anything about using the Seed Scheme is unclear, please contact Colin Smith, or another member of the committee 
listed on the first page, for clarification. 
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CHELTENHAM AND DISTRICT ALLOTMENT HOLDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP JOINING/RENEWAL FORM 2025 

 

Name………………………………………..……………………………………………… (Please print) 

 
Address………………….…………….……………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

 
……………………………………………………………………...Postcode………………….………… 

 
Email address………………………………………….………………………………………………….. 

 
Telephone No: Daytime……………..………..…………… Mobile………………..…………………… 

 
Allotment Site……………………………………….….………………. Plot No (s)……………………. 
 
Please tick your membership requirement 

☐ £7.00, plus a stamped, self-addressed envelope included with this form so your membership 

card can be sent to you by post.  

☐ £7.00, your membership card will be collected by arrangement from Kate Smith Tel: 07903 

653134 or email ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com. 

☐ £7.85, your membership card to be sent by post – this includes the cost of the stamp. 

 
Please tick your method of payment 

☐ Cash  ☐ Cheque, made payable to C&DAHA 

☐ Bank Transfer  Sort code: 08 92 99 (The Co-operative Bank) Account Number: 65189063 

 Payee: The Cheltenhm & Dstrct Alltmnt Hldrs Ass 
  
The completed form can be returned by one of the following options: 

1 Email to: ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com 

2 Post to Ms. K A Smith, 15 Alma Close, Cheltenham, GL51 3NA Telephone: 07903 653134 
Do not send cash in the post. 

 
C&DAHA will hold the above data in electronic format. The data will only be used for the purposes 
specified in our privacy policy (https://www.cheltenhamallotments.org/p/privacy-policy/). By submitting 
this form, you are agreeing to this data being stored as above. 

mailto:ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com
mailto:ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com
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