Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association

Affiliated to the National Allotment
Society and the Gloucestershire
www.cheltenhamallotments.org Federation of Gardening Societies.

NEWSLETTER Spring 2025

CHAIRMAN: Mr M D Hunt, 6 Arle Close, Cheltenham GL51 8JZ. Tel: 01242 230609
VICE-CHAIRMAN & NEWSLETTER (temporary): Mrs D M Ashdown, 20 Cromwell Road, Cheltenham GL52 5DW. Tel:
01242 582008
SECRETARY: Ms Layla Avaron, Tel: 01242 802777 (and leave a message)
SEED SCHEME: Mr P James, 86 Leckhampton Road, Cheltenham GL53 OBN. Tel: 07711 369419

Mr Chaz Pearce, 37 Wymans Lane, Swindon Village, Cheltenham GL51 9QH. Tel: 01242 693294
TREASURER & MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Ms K Smith, 15 Alma Close, Cheltenham GL51 3NA. Tel: 07903 653134

President: Alderman Christine Ryder &
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Following the AGM, the current committee members are:

Chris Ryder, President Alma Road
Kate Smith

Midwinter

Michael Hunt Swindon Village

Diana Ashdown Chaz Pearce

Layla Avaron

Claire Plowright Hall Road
Phil James

Asquith Road

Dennis Sutton All Saints

Alex Robinson Diana Hale

CALLING ALL MEMBERS

You will notice that your committee, listed above, has reduced in number by two. Colin and Rosemary Smith have left
the committee after very many years participating in the running of the C&DAHA, so we are very much in need of
members to come forward and help with running the Association. Please consider joining the committee to help the
Association continue into the future, so we are there ready with the backing of the National Society to fight for our
allotments when developers think it is good land to build on. Over the years we have saved 2 sites from developers
and bargained with the Council for security fencing and better water supplies.

This can’t be done without a committee, one effect you will have already noticed is the newsletter reduced to
information only.

Request for Committee members

The current C&QDAHA committee does not have representatives from all of the allotment sites in Cheltenham and the
surrounding districts. We would like to have people on the committee from every site so that we can fully represent the
views of our members. The committee meets for about 2 hours 4 times a year. If you could spare that amount of time,
please let one of the members listed at the top of the page know. We need members from the following sites:
Blacksmiths Lane, Reddings Road, Hatherley Road, Croft, Warden Hill, Severn Road, Hayden Road, Terry
Ashdown, Ryeworth Road including Haver and Bishops Cleeve Tithe Barn.

Now that the previous newsletter editor has taken over as Treasurer, we still need someone (or a team) to take on the
job. The newsletter is an essential means of communication for the Association and the pictures, recipes etc. make it
an enjoyable read. In the meantime, it will just be basic information.

If anyone is willing to take on the role of Newsletter Editor, please contact Kate by email:
ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com or phone: 07903 653134. Kate is happy to continue distributing the Newsletter to
the membership and to give assistance in getting started with writing it.
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C&DAHA Spring Meeting

Monday March 3rd, 2025 - Mick Poultney, The Compost King

Mick will talk to us about making compost. He has perfected a natural, cost effective and highly efficient method of
making compost which is ready to use in just a month. He will bring garden related items to sell, including copies of his
book on making compost. Please bring cash with you if you think you are likely to buy anything.

This meeting will be held in the Brown Jug, Bath Road, Cheltenham, starting at 7 pm. All members are invited to
attend. Raffle tickets will be on sale, to be drawn at the end of the meeting and will cost £1 per strip.

Membership Advantages Include:
e The Seed Scheme (savings of approx. 40%)

e 10% discount at Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane,

¢ 10% discount at Valley Roundabout Nurseries, Badgeworth Road, on production of membership card.

e insurance giving public liability cover related to your plot and allotment related shows/events you attend,
o a Newsletter four times per year,

¢ online access to the National Allotment Society quarterly magazine ‘Allotment and Leisure Gardener,

o National Allotment Society Newsletter four times per year,

e Three or four meetings per year — two with a guest speaker.

(Please inform your neighbour plot holders, who are not members, of these benefits).

Website Passwords

C&DAHA Website

The new password for access to the members’ area of our website is YinYang an interesting looking variety of bean
I'm growing this year.

National Allotment Society Website (thenas.org.uk)

The National Allotment Society has a new website, you can still log into their members area using the Username and
password below. You can also create your own account, click on ‘Forgot your username and/or password’, you will be
requested to enter your email address (it must be the one registered with our Membership Secretary), an email will be
generated asking you to set up a password. Once you have done this, you can log into the NAS website using your
email address and password. If you have any problems with this please contact Kate Smith, ksmith.cdaha@gmail.com

The Username is: s448b

Password: 1848327

If you log into the members area of the NAS website, you can read the latest edition of the NAS quarterly magazine
‘Allotment and Leisure Gardener.
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/members-area/the-allotment-and-leisure-gardener-magazine/

It's now possible for each affiliate member (i.e., each C&DAHA member) to have a Kings Seeds account which
should enable you to obtain a discount if you want to order throughout the year.

Additionally, you'll be able to complete your autumn catalogue order online rather than fill in the paper form if you
wish to, which some people may prefer. There is also an option to have your items delivered to your home.

If you would like the option of purchasing directly, you need to be registered with Kings Seeds, which we can do for
you. Even though each C&DAHA member is registered with the National Allotment Society (for insurance purposes
and so they can view the NAS members pages), there is a separate list for Kings Seeds.

To have yourself registered, please notify Phil James by sending an email to seeds@cheltenhamallotments.org.

When your Kings account has been created, you'll receive an email with a password and instructions about logging
in and using your account.
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Facebook
Follow us on Facebook, look us up under ‘Cheltenham & District Allotment Holders Association’, here is a link.

Information on the Internet
Visit http://www.allaboutallotments.co.uk/, this website contains a wealth of information about allotments.

Email addresses

If you are a new email user or have changed your email address, please let Kate Smith know. This ensures you
receive this quarterly newsletter promptly as well as the occasional bulletin of topical news. Please notify changes to
newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org

Allotmenteers Liability Insurance
Allotmenteer Liability Insurance is provided by the National Allotment Society as part of our association’s affiliation to
them. Details of the insurance cover can be found here: https://www.nsalg.org.uk/join-us/allotmenteers-liability-

insurance/ , please note that members details are only passed to the insurer in the event of a claim.

Dates for Your Diary
C&DAHA Meetings for 2025

Summer Social Event — date and venue TBA

Monday September 1st, 2025 - TBA
This meeting will be held in TBA, starting at 7 pm. All members are invited to attend.

Raffle tickets will be on sale, to be drawn at the end of the meeting and will cost £1 per strip.

Monday December 1st, 2025 - AGM
This meeting will be held in TBA, starting at 7 pm. All members are invited to attend.

Raffle tickets will be on sale, to be drawn at the end of the meeting and will cost £1 per strip.
Other Forthcoming Events

Dundry Nurseries
Seed potatoes are available until April, these can be bought from the nurseries or ordered online.

Snowdrops

Now is the time for snowdrops and other early spring flowers. Here are a few great places to see them: Rococo
Gardens in Painswick: https://www.rococogarden.org.uk/snowdrops/, Batsford Arboetum near Morton-in-Marsh
https://batsarb.co.uk/, The Museum in the Park on the edge of Stroud https:/museuminthepark.org.uk/, Colesborne
Gardens with their 350 varieties htips://www.colesbournegardens.org.uk/, Newark Park near Wotton-under-Edge
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/gloucestershire-cotswolds/newark-park, Cerney House Gardens near North
Cerney https://www.cerneygardens.com/ and finally Cotswold Farm Gardens near Cirencester
https://www.cotswoldfarmgardens.org.uk/.

Cheltenham Horticultural Society — Spring Show
Cheltenham Horticultural Society Spring Show is on Sunday 13th April 2025, 12.30pm to 4.00pm. It will be held in
Pittville School, Albert Road, GL52 3JD. Admission: Adults £2.50, Children under 16 — Free

There will be locally Grown Plants for Sale. Many stalls: Cakes, Books, Photographic prints and Cards, Greetings
Cards, Jams and Chutneys, Plant Supports and Refreshments will be available.
Free Parking in the School Grounds.
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C&DAHA AGM December 2nd 2024

GrOwW

This Thank You picture plus a token was presented to Colin and Rosemary Smith, as a small token of our very great
appreciation of the work they have put into the Cheltenham & District Allotment Holders Association over many years.
Many thanks to Diana Ashdown for creating the ‘Thank You’ picture.

Chris Ryder, our President presented the Lie Membership Award to Mike Hunt at the AGM. .
Chris Ryder’s remarks to our members at the AGM which was held at the Exmouth Arms Private Function Room.

Good evening ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming out this evening to
hear reports from your committee members, who collectively strive to ensure
decisions taken, are all for the well being of Allotment Holders, here across the
Borough of Cheltenham & surrounding areas when called upon.

2024, a year of record breaking temperatures, again like last year, maybe not for
so long periods, but with unusual rainfalls, gusty winds as well do deal with on
your plots! Chilly conditions beginning of June with a hot blast at the end &
then in July went cold again with wet spells, good for the crops? How did your
plot fare, good produce?

In my last years address I mentioned that Colin & Rosemary were going to start
taking life a little easier and were going to pass on their roles when the time was
right to other members & I thanked them for all their outstanding work
throughout many years. Well the time has come that Colin & Rosemary have
formerly requested to our Chairman that the time has come to say goodbye,
unfortunately Colin & Rosemary cannot be with us this evening. Colin has been
on this committee or over 40 years and Rosemary for 20. Stalwart supporters of
this Allotment Association & for all it stands for, to help and assist fellow plot
holders, new and elderly alike, dedicating a huge part of their lives promoting
Allotments at many Annual Shows, locally, across the County & beyond.



I believe that I can say on behalf of the committee Colin & Rosemary will be
dearly missed, hopefully their knowledge has rubbed off them to encourage
others to manage their past roles with ease, that said I do not think Colin will
miss the computer/laptops with new technology at all! Presentation gifts have
been prepared to be presented to Colin & Rosemary, this will now take place
when convenient to them by Michael & myself, not only Michael as Chairman &
myself as President, we have also, collectively known the pair of them for over 85
years through work & horticultural activities. Mike was Vice Chair at least 35
years ago & Colin was already on the committee. I was just 16 when first knew
Rosemary & 19 when working along side Colin at the Cheltenham
Chrysanthemum & Dahlia Society Shows at the Town Hall, happy memories.

Best wishes to Kate, Chaz & Phil who have offered to take up the roles of
Treasurer & the organising of the King Seeds Distribution , I know that you
have been shadowing of late, thank you.

Michael, I am truly sorry that I missed your presentation when you were
awarded the Life time award for all your diligent work on the committee. I am
very pleased for you, please accept this small token gift from myself for being

such a loyal Member & Chairman on this committee, often to see things through
with tenacity even when you have been unwell, your a Star!

Thank you to all Members of the committee, you are a good team.

Chwris Ryder
Hon. Alderman

President of Cheltenham & District Allotment Holders Association.
December 2nd 2024

Here is the report from our chairman Mike Hunt for 2024:

| echo our President with thanks to Rosemary and Colin Smith, | think Colin over the years is more like 40

years’ service, but age has now overtaken him, as well as ill health for both of them.

We must get new members on our committee, or we will disappear as an organisation fighting for the
allotments and that is when landlords would have an open door to sell land for building, inline with the

government’s policy.

I would like to thank the committee for all the work they have put in to make things happen, and especially
Kate our treasurer and membership secretary, Layla our general secretary and Diana, who took the helm

when | was undergoing cancer operations and treatments.

The most important thing at the moment is new members joining our committee.

Relevant Suppliers
Garden Essentials

Food Loose in Cheltenham sells plastic free gardening items. Currently they keep seaweed fertiliser. You can find them at 15

Grosvenor Terrace, Cheltenham, GL52 2SA Tel: 01242 894700. Their website is https://foodloose.tillex.co.uk
Gardening Gloves

For gardening gloves and hand care products, have a look at www.lovelyhands.co.uk, Claire Wiseman is based in

Cheltenham and runs ‘Lovely Hands’ as an on-line business.

Soil Testing

Safe Soil UK offer a range of soil testing services from basic fertility to tests for various types of contaminants as shown on their
website: www.safesoil.co.uk. You can contact them through their website, or phone Robert Galster on 07795 486 409 or email

him at rgalster@safesoil.co.uk

Horticultural Supplies
For mushroom, other composts and bulk supplies try Shurdington Nurseries: Tel: 01242 863738

https://lwww.shurdingtonnurseries.co.uk/ they are a family run business, if you can't find what you are looking for

on their website, phone them and ask as their website generally doesn’t show everything they sell.
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