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Cheltenham and District Allotment Holders’ Association 
 

 

President: Alderman Christine Ryder Affiliated to the National Allotment 

 Society and the Gloucestershire 

www.cheltenhamallotments.org Federation of Gardening Societies. 
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PRESIDENT  Alderman Christine Ryder  
CHAIRMAN  Mr M D Hunt  
VIDE-CHAIRMAN Mrs D M Ashdown  
SECRETARY  Ms Layla Avaron, secretary@cheltenhamallotments.org 
TREASURER  Ms K Smith, treasurer@cheltenhamallotments.org 
MEMBERSHIP  Ms K Smith, membership@cheltenhamallotments.org 
SEED SCHEME Mr P James, Mr C Pearce, seeds@cheltenhamallotments.org 
NEWSLETTER  Mrs K McCarthy, newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Chris Ryder, President 
 
Midwinter 
Michael Hunt 
Diana Ashdown 
Layla Avaron 
Claire Plowright 
 
Asquith Road 
Dennis Sutton 
Alex Robinson 
 

Alma Road 
Kate Smith 
 
Swindon Village 
Chaz Pearce 
 
Hall Road 
Phil James 
 
All Saints 
Diana Hale 
 

C&DAHA can be contacted by telephone: 01242 802777 (and leave a message) 

 
Membership Advantages 
 

• The Kings Seeds Scheme (savings of approx. 40%), now including online ordering 

• 10% discount at Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane (https://www.dundrynurseries.co.uk) 

• 10% discount at Valley Roundabout Nurseries, Badgeworth Road, on production of membership card 

• Insurance giving public liability cover related to your plot and allotment related shows/events you attend 

• Newsletter four times per year 

• Online access to the National Allotment Society quarterly magazine ‘Allotment and Leisure Gardener’ 

• National Allotment Society Newsletter four times per year 

• Three or four meetings per year – two with a guest speaker 

• We offer support, guidance and advice to our members 

 
(Please inform your neighbour plot holders, who are not members, of these benefits). 
 
Allotmenteers Liability Insurance 
Allotmenteer Liability Insurance is provided by the National Allotment Society as part of our association’s affiliation 
to them. Details of the insurance cover can be found here: https://www.nsalg.org.uk/join-us/allotmenteers-liability-
insurance. Please note that members details are only passed to the insurer in the event of a claim. 
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Dear Member, 
 
Another season is upon us, and with less daylight to be at the allotment, I’m researching some new 
varieties for next year which may need less water. I had a wonderful time visiting the Malvern Autumn 
Show and always enjoy the displays (and spending too much money). 

 
                                     
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Newsletter submissions 
 

Please do send me any news, tips, recollections, issues, photos or anything you feel others may enjoy 
for future newsletters. 
 
We would like to invite representatives from ALL of our sites to be on the committee. With so much 
development going on in the area, our plots are potentially under threat and, when that time comes, 
C&DAHA will be needed to help. If your site does not have a representative, please consider stepping 
forward. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Katy 
 
Katy McCarthy, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@cheltenhamallotments.org
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Website Passwords 
 

C&DAHA Website (https://www.cheltenhamallotments.org) 
 
The new password for access to the members’ area of our website is Daubenton, a perennial kale. 
 
National Allotment Society Website (https://thenas.org.uk) 
 
Username is s448b, Password is1848327 
 
You can now create your own account, click on ‘Forgot your username and/or password’, you will be 
requested to enter your email address (it must be the one registered with our Membership Secretary). If 
you have any problems, contact membership@cheltenhamallotments.org. 
 
If you log into the members area of the NAS website, you can read the latest edition of the NAS quarterly 
magazine ‘Allotment and Leisure Gardener’. 
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/members-area/the-allotment-and-leisure-gardener-magazine/ 
 
Facebook 
Follow us on Facebook, find us at ‘Cheltenham & District Allotment Holders Association’. 
 
Email addresses 
If you are a new email user or have changed your email address, please contact 
membership@cheltenhamallotments.org.  
 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

C&DAHA Meetings for 2025/26 
 
 
Monday 1st December 2025 – AGM 
At The Brown Jug, starting at 7 pm. All members are invited to attend. Raffle tickets will be on sale, to be 
drawn at the end of the meeting and will cost £1 per strip. 
 
Monday 2nd March  
Venue TBC 
 
Monday 7th September 
Venue TBC 
 
Monday 7th December - AGM 
Venue TBC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cheltenhamallotments.org/
https://thenas.org.uk/
mailto:membership@cheltenhamallotments.org
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Member Updates 
 

Carolyn Stone 
I am taking on the job of secretary of the Cheltenham Horticultural Society and I’ve enjoyed showing the 
veg and flowers grown on the allotment at their shows.  
 

         
 
 
Phil James 

We've had our sweetcorn plants destroyed over the last few 
years, like everyone else on my site. In July, we had a partial 
attack, which was a bit early as usually it happens the day 
before I’m about to pick a lovely ripe sweetcorn!  
 
I lost a few plants but not all so I decided to take action. I had 
suspected for a while that it was a badger as it was a strong 
animal that managed to get under any form of fencing that was 
put up. Another allotmenteer had used metal mesh panels last 
year, and had no problems, so I bought some metal fencing 
and put it up. I ensured slabs were around the outside, so no 
animal could burrow in.  

 
I also installed a wildlife cam, to see if anything 
interesting was going on at night. Within a few 
days, there was my badger!  
 
I didn’t catch any film of the badger trying to 
burrow in, which was slightly disappointing 
(assuming it was going to fail!) but I can report that 
nothing entered the cage and I managed to have 
a reasonable crop from the remaining plants.  
 
So I’m not certain it’s a badger owing to lack of 
evidence but I’ll certainly be doing this again next 
year, except putting up the panel a little earlier! 
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In praise of perennial vegetables – Judith Anderson 
 

For the last few years I have been growing perennial kale on my plot. I 
started with Daubenton’s Kale and then was offered a cutting of Tree Kale 
- which I particularly like - and now have several plants of each.  
 
They both grow well, needing little attention once established, and plants 
usually last about 5 or more years. They are very easy to propagate using 
cuttings from side shoots, usually in Spring. I’ve found I can harvest from 
them throughout the year, although they are probably a bit more productive 
over the cooler months, but they survived the hot & dry weather this 
year well with minimal watering. 
 
 

Daubenton’s Kale 
 

As with other brassicas I protect them from pigeons and net against 
white caterpillars, although the butterflies seem to be less attracted to these plants 
than other brassicas. This year the older leaves on my tree kale has been affected 
by mildew, but there have still been plenty of younger, unaffected leaves to 
pick.   Daubenton’s Kale is a lower growing bushy plant whereas tree kale 
grows taller and may require staking.  
 
If you fancy trying a brassica that doesn’t need sowing every year, and is very easy 
to maintain, I would recommend giving these a go.  
 
 
 

Tree Kale 
 
 
Recipe for Maple Bacon Brussels Sprouts – Chaz Pearce 
 

Ingredients Method 

• About 450g Brussels 
sprouts, trimmed (halve any 
chunky ones) 

• 2 tablespoons of olive oil  

• 4-6 rasher of streaky bacon, 
cubed  

• Sea salt & black pepper  

• 2 tablespoons of maple 
syrup or honey  

Preheat the oven to 200 degrees C fan (220 conventional) 
In a large bowl, toss the sprouts with the olive oil,  
bacon pieces, salt and pepper  
Spread everything out on a baking tray in a single layer, 
as they need space to crisp up.  
Roast for 20-30 minutes, shaking the tray halfway through, until the 
sprouts are caramelised at the edges  
& the bacon looks deliciously crispy.  
Drizzle with maple syrup (or honey) while they are still hot, toss to coat 
and serve straight away.  

 
 

Changes at Cheltenham Borough Council Allotments – James Mclean 

I’m pleased to have been given the opportunity by C&DAHA to add to this edition of the newsletter.  

I wanted to let you know about some changes that are coming to the way the council manages their 
allotments. Over the past few years, the council’s IT department have been designing a bespoke 
allotment management program which will improve the way the waiting lists are managed, how plots are 
distributed and will also incorporate the invoicing. Part of this work requires the council to have accurate 
information for existing tenants. We have already started to contact tenants to check their data and over 
the next few months will be asking all tenants to update their details. Please ensure to do this once 
asked as it will make the process easier for me! 
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Another change is that the council will be moving away from the current rolling Tenancy Agreement 
model and moving to an annual Licence model. Some of the reasons for this are – 

- Digital signing: License’s will be signed electronically, with no need for a witness.  
- Improved payment process: New Licensees will pay at the start of their Licence period, rather than 
everyone being invoiced at the end of the year.  
- Record keeping: Licensees will retain an electronic copy of their Licence, unlike the current Tenancy 
Agreement system. 
 - Multiple plots: Tenants with more than one plot will receive a separate Licence for each plot. 
 - Insurance requirement: All Licensees will be required to hold Public Liability Insurance.  
- Accessibility: For those without access to email and internet then alternative arrangements will be put in 
place. 

As part of this change we are required to give existing tenants 12 months’ Notice of Termination. The 
Tenancy Agreement will end at the point of transition, and current tenants will be invited to sign a new 
Licence Agreement to continue renting their plot, with this expected to happen in early 2027. The 
termination notice will be sent out by post in the coming months. 

Please be assured that this change will not affect your ability to continue renting your council allotment 
plot, provided the usual rules and conditions are met. The Licence will simply replace the Tenancy 
Agreement as the formal arrangement for your plot. 

I understand that change can raise questions, but I want to reassure you that this update is designed to 
simplify processes and improve service for all tenants. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at 
james.mclean@cheltenham.gov.uk or 01242 264344. 
 
 
 

Suppliers 
 

Dundry Nurseries (https://www.dundrynurseries.co.uk) and Valley Roundabout Nurseries 
(Badgeworth Road) offer us a very generous discount of 10%. Please help support them as much as you 
can. 
 
Garden Essentials 
Food Loose in Cheltenham sells plastic free gardening items. Currently they keep seaweed fertiliser. 
You can find them at 15 Grosvenor Terrace, Cheltenham, GL52 2SA Tel: 01242 894700. Their website 
is https://foodloose.tillex.co.uk 
 
Gardening Gloves 
For gardening gloves and hand care products, have a look at www.lovelyhands.co.uk, Claire Wiseman is 
based in Cheltenham and runs ‘Lovely Hands’ as an online business. 
 
Soil Testing 
Safe Soil UK offer a range of soil testing services from basic fertility to tests for various types of 
contaminants as shown on their website: www.safesoil.co.uk. You can contact them through their 
website, or phone Robert Galster on 07795 486 409 or email him at rgalster@safesoil.co.uk 
 
Horticultural Supplies 
For mushroom, other composts and bulk supplies try Shurdington Nurseries: Tel: 01242 863738 
https://www.shurdingtonnurseries.co.uk/.They are a family run business, if you can’t find what you are 
looking for on their website, phone them and ask as their website generally doesn’t show everything they 
sell. 

https://www.dundrynurseries.co.uk/
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http://www.lovelyhands.co.uk/
http://www.safesoil.co.uk/
mailto:rgalster@safesoil.co.uk
https://www.shurdingtonnurseries.co.uk/

